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Theologians diff er on what John 
saw according to Revelation 21 

and 22.  Some view John’s vision as 
the Millennium period, while oth-
ers understand that he is telling us 
of the eternal state. This writer has 
concluded that what John saw and 
recorded in these closing chapters of 
the Bible is the eternal state. Without 
going into the various reasons for 
and against such an interpretation, 
the following is beyond question.

John saw something.  

The word for “saw” is one used to 
describe seeing something for what 
it is, with full understanding. John 
really saw the things he described. 
This is the same John who wrote 
with great care words like, “And the 
Word was made fl esh, and dwelt among 
us, (and we beheld His glory, the glory 
as of the only begoĴ en of the Father,) 
full of grace and truth” (John 1:14) 
and “This is the disciple which testi-
fi eth of these things, and wrote these 
things:  and we know that his testimony 
is true” (John 21:24).  Or “That which 
was from the beginning, which we have 
heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we have looked upon, and 
our hands have handled, of the Word of 
life; (for the life was manifested, and we 
have seen it, and bear witness, and shew 
unto you that eternal life, which was 
with the Father, and was manifested 
unto us)” (1 Jn 1:1-2).

The eternal state for the church.

Even if John is describing the con-
ditions on earth during the Millen-
nium, he is at least also describing 
what will be the eternal state for the 
church. The dual metaphor of the 
beautiful bride and glorious city 
will be our state and home forever.

such unclouded days, but then we 
will. Sorrow will be no more.

An eternity of ministry.

Heaven will not be an idle place. 
We will enjoy serving Him unhin-
dered by sin (Rev. 22:3). The bride-
city will have “the glory of God: and 
her light was like unto a stone most pre-
cious, even like a jasper stone, clear as 
crystal” (Rev. 21:11).  The word light 
means ‘a radiating light’ and clear 
as crystal means literally “crystaliz-
ing”. That is, we will be actively ra-
diating and shining out the glory of 
our God. What a staggering thought! 
Our service for eternity will be de-
claring the glory of God! Likely such 
service will be linked to our faithful-
ness here and now.  What a motiva-
tion to serve Him with all diligence 
in that which He commits to us.

Will it be this year?

We all could be there this year.  
We do not know. Some went to be 
with the Lord last year. We cannot 
fathom the joy that is their’s now. 
We may miss them, but the Lord’s 
words of comfort to us is to keep 
busy “always abounding in the work 
of the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58). Such busi-
ness will be good for us while we 
wait for the grand reunion.  

For the rest of us, this could be the 
year we will meet our loved ones 
and the Lord. “Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus” (Rev. 22:20).

EDITORIAL
It is going to be a “holy” city. We 

know no city like that on earth now.  
But this one will have the character-
istic of purity—“as a bride adorned 
for her husband” (Rev. 21:2).   A great 
voice out of heaven said of this city, 
“Behold the tabernacle of God is with 
men, and He will dwell with them, and 
they shall be His people and God Him-
self shall be with them, and be their 
God” (Rev. 21:3). This will be the 
perfect unbroken fellowship God’s 
people have longed for on their pil-
grim journey through this world. It 
will be the fulfi llment of His desire 
as well and the bride is now found 
practically to be “a glorious church, 
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such 
thing; but that it should be holy and 
without blemish” (Eph. 5:27).    In this 
holy city “there shall be no more curse”
(Rev. 22:3).

Sorrow too shall be forever gone.

Here is John’s witness, “And God 
shall wipe away all tears [Newberry, ev-
ery tear] from their eyes; and there shall 
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
crying, neither shall there be any more 
pain:  for the former things are passed 
away” (Rev. 21:4). There will be the 
complete removal of sorrows of the 
past. God will “wipe away all tears”
so that their sorrow will be forever 
taken away. Many have borne deep 
sorrows in this life. Their load has 
been heavy. Their days of laughter 
have been few. But one day God will 
take all that away and compensate 
every child of God for their days of 
sorrow. Not only will He eliminate 
the eff ect of the sorrows of the past, 
He will also extinguish the possibil-
ity of sorrow in the future. We do 
not have the capacity now to handle 
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T
he city of Sardis was located 
about 30 miles south-east of 

Thyatira and around 40 miles from 
Ephesus. It had a commanding 
position on a mountain at the head 
of the valley of the River Pactolus. 
Apart from the valley it was 
surrounded by mountains and was 
ideal as a fortress site. It became the 
capital of the kingdom of Lydia. It 
was commercially important and 
earned its money from wool and 
the ability to dye the wool which 
process was apparently a Sardisian 
discovery. There were two temples 
to goddesses in the city. One was in 
honor of Cybele and the other erected 

to glorify the name of Artemis. Both 
goddesses were identifi ed with wild 
animals and with sexual impurity of 
an extremely violent nature.

The area was devastated by an 
earthquake in 17AD but the city was 
rebuilt by Tiberias and while it nev-

er regained its past glories its people 
espoused luxury and decadence. As 
far as the assembly was concerned 
there were no “Balaams”, nor “Jezeb-
els”, nor “Nicolaitians” in their midst. 
In fact scarcely anything happened 
and the assembly, like the city, was 
living on its past reputation. They 
had a name to live but were dead. 

Introduction, v. 1a

The introduction to this leĴ er is 
very short and simply reminds us 
of the character of the Lord Jesus as 
the One who had “the seven spirits of 
God and the seven stars”. The “seven 
spirits” are not seven separate indi-

vidual spirits but, as in other parts 
of Scripture, one Holy Spirit in all 
His fullness and manifold resourc-
es. The seven stars are the angels 
of the churches and this phrase has 
been explained earlier in this series 
of articles.

Revelation 3:1-6

“And unto the angel of the 
church in Sardis write; These 

things saith he that hath the 
seven Spirits of God, and the 

seven stars; I know thy works, 
that thou hast a name that thou 

livest, and art dead.   Be watchful, 
and strengthen the things which 

remain, that are ready to die: for I 
have not found thy works perfect 

before God.  Remember there-
fore how thou hast received and 

heard, and hold fast, and repent. 
If therefore thou shalt not watch, 
I will come on thee as a thief, and 
thou shalt not know what hour I 

will come upon thee.  Thou hast a 
few names even in Sardis which 
have not defi led their garments; 
and they shall walk with me in 
white: for they are worthy. He 

that overcometh, the same shall 
be clothed in white raiment; and 

I will not blot out his name out of 
the book of life, but I will confess 

his name before my Father, and 
before his angels. He that hath an 

ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
saith unto the churches.”

Letters to 
the Seven 
Churches 

— Sardis
Temple of Artemis

Scarcely anything happened 

and the assembly, like the city, 

was living on its past reputation. 

They had a name to live but were dead. 
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Commendations

Unusually in these leĴ ers, there is 
no fulsome commendation of any-
one or anything in the assembly or 
even associated with it. The Lord 
simply found liĴ le to commend in 
their ministry and service. This is a 
solemn challenge to individuals and 
assemblies today.

Verse 4 does, however, have a 
guarded commendation. In spite 
of the general declension in the as-
sembly at Sardis there were still a 
few who had “not defi led their gar-
ments”. Their personal devotion was 
undiminished and their love for 
truth unabated—they had not de-
fi led their garments; their character 
was unstained. It is the Lord’s good 
pleasure that they walk with Him in 
white, symbolic of purity. In His as-
sessment they are worthy ones. 

Condemnations, vv. 1b – 2

Obviously, there were ongoing 
works in the assembly and the Lord 
fully knew them. “I know what is 
happening” is the thought. What the 
Lord recognized was that like the city, 
so the assembly was maintaining an 
existence by relying on its past repu-
tation. The popular word was that the 
church was alive and active. Perhaps 
there was a full list of meetings of dif-
ferent sorts but in reality the fi re had 

gone out. It was form over substance. 
They had “a form of godliness but were 
denying the power thereof” (2 Tim. 3:5). 
Their vital witness was dead and they 
were giving Satan and the world so 
liĴ le trouble that they were leĞ  en-
tirely to themselves. They were not 
worth aĴ acking!

Similarly, in verse 2, there is fur-
ther condemnation. The Lord de-
clares that not even one of their 
works was perfect (up to standard) 

before God. We need to be reminded, 
perhaps, that all our ministries are 
subject to ongoing  scrutiny which 
compares them against the divine 
standard. Are we giving our service 
our very best shot or is second best 
good enough for our personal sat-
isfaction? It is not good enough for 
the Lord.

Instructions, vv. 2-4

The city of Sardis had twice fall-
en to invaders because of slackness 

on the watch. Here, the assembly 
is encouraged to be watchful lest it 
too be taken over. They had become 
careless in watchfulness presenting 
to an alert enemy the possibility of 
successful aĴ ack. They are told that 
the things that remain must not be 
allowed to die. The assembly was 
standing on the brink of a fi nal blow 
to its testimony and faithfulness, 
but the Lord encourages the faith-
ful and exhorts the failing not to 
allow this to happen. These things 

need to be strengthened. The prac-
tice of truth needs to be buĴ ressed 
against all who would aĴ ack or seek 
to diminish it. The position of the as-
sembly was critical but even in these 
circumstances some good may be 
found, whether persons or practic-
es, and these should not be allowed 
to perish in the general malaise, but 
strengthened for God and the good 
of the testimony. 

Many saints today may fi nd them-
selves in fellowships where some 

Synagogue Bema

Are we giving 

our service our 

very best shot or 

is second best 

good enough 

for our personal 

satisfaction?

The assembly was standing on the 

brink of a final blow to its testimony 

and faithfulness, but the Lord 

encourages the faithful and exhorts the 

failing not to allow this to happen.
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of the characteristics of a New Tes-
tament church witness have been 
abandoned. Their exercise should 
be to work hard to retain and main-
tain that which is leĞ  and promote 
it to the glory of God. Otherwise, 
what remains may die.

There are now three further in-
structions: remember; hold fast; re-
pent. They are to remember what 
they heard and especially the cir-
cumstances in which they heard it. 
Faithful men had taught them, per-
haps even with tears and a real bur-
den for the good of the testimony, 
the truths of church practice and the 
doctrines of the faith. This teaching 
had been received, as was the case 
for instance in Thessalonica, ‘in 
much affl  iction’. The truth had come 
at a price and had been paid for 
dearly by the brethren and sisters 
of an earlier day. With great courage 
and no agenda for self they had leĞ  

the inferior to move into the good of 
the liberty truth brings. Some now 
dismiss these truths in a cavalier 
fashion and hold them lightly, if at 
all. The second instruction is to hold 
fast. Keep the remaining truths at all 
cost; hang in there!  Finally, they are 

to repent. An appreciation of truth 
always brings repentance. Allied 
with this is a warning that if they do 
not do so they will be surprised at 
the rapidity of divine judgment.

Conclusions, v. 5

To the overcomers (those who are 
the Lord’s and have taken a stand for 
Him) there are given three promises. 
First, they will be clothed in white 
raiment; secondly, their names will 
not be bloĴ ed out; and thirdly, their 
names will be confessed by the Lord 
before His Father. In verse 4 these 
same people walked with Him in 

white, which I understand to re-
fer to their purity of character and 
faithfulness down here. The prom-
ise in verse 5 relates to their reward 
up there. In glory they will be lav-
ishly arrayed in white raiment much 
as was the Lord on the Mount of 
Transfi guration—garments indeed 
of beauty and glory, and a fi Ĵ ing 
recognition of their work.

The Book of Life is referred to many 
times in both the Old Testament and 
in the New Testament. It would ap-
pear that at the time the earth was 
founded God wrote up in advance 
a book containing the names of all 
human beings who would live on 
earth from then to the dissolution 
of the world. Believers are assured 
that their names will never be blot-
ted out of this book. Unbelievers, 
however, on their deaths have their 

names bloĴ ed out. It is salutary to 
remember that some 150,000 names 
are bloĴ ed out each and every day!

The fi nal promise is lovely. It is 
that each overcomer will be indi-
vidually introduced by name to the 
Father by the Son. What a glorious 
prospect and such an encourage-
ment to strengthen the things that 
remain. With God’s help we shall be 
up to the challenge!

The truth had come at a price and had been paid for dearly by 

the brethren and sisters of an earlier day. With great courage 

and no agenda for self they had left the inferior to move into 

the good of the liberty truth brings.

Roy Hill

Bristol, U. K. 

Synagogue

6 Volume 37 | Number 1 | COUNSEL | January—February 2007



The message and the messenger were 
validated by God through these mir-
acles. Such approval does not have to 
be repeated. “How shall we escape if 
we neglect so great a salvation, which at 
the fi rst began to be spoken by the Lord,  
and was confi rmed to us by those who 
heard Him, God also bearing witness, 
both with signs and wonders, with vari-
ous miracles, and giĞ s of the Holy Spir-
it, according to His own will?” (Heb. 
2:3-4). Today we have the record of 
their witness.

To require miracles today is to 
question the veracity of the record 
of their witness. These men were 
willing to die, rather than to deny 
the truth of their message. John 
could write, “That which was from the 
beginning, which we have heard, which 
we have seen with our eyes, which we 
have looked upon, and our hands have 
handled, concerning the Word of life–
the life was manifested, and we have 
seen and bear witness...” (1 Jn. 1:1-2).  
This witness has been borne by the 
apostles and confi rmed by the mir-
acles which they did by the power 
of God. And so, historically, with 
the passing of the apostles, miracles 
such as they did ceased.  

This is not to deny that miracles 
do happen at times in answer to 
prayer.  James exhorts Christians to 
pray for the sick (Jas. 5:14-15). 

Recently a Christian woman we 
know,  was diagnosed with a large 

tumor and surgery was to take place.  
Prayer was made for her and when an-
other examination was made prior to 
surgery, the tumor was gone.  The doc-
tors were amazed! This is not the same 
as one having the giĞ  of healing, who 
claims to be able to heal all kinds of ill-
ness. When Paul prayed three times for 
a physical ailment to be removed, the 
Lord refused.  He was told God’s grace 
was suffi  cient for him (2 Cor. 12:9).  
We do not order God to do things; we 
must always pray in His will.

The Bible warns that the devil is a 
master of deception and can coun-
terfeit miracles to deceive people.  
Jesus predicted, “For false Christs 
and false prophets will rise and show 
great signs and wonders to deceive, if 
possible, even the elect” (MaĴ . 24:24).  
Paul wrote later, "The coming of the 
lawless one is according to the working 
of Satan, with all power, signs and lying 
wonders” (2 Thess. 2:9).  John writes 
of this coming evil one, “And he de-
ceives those who dwell on the earth by 
those signs which he was granted to do 
in the sight of the beast...” (Rev. 13:14). 
The Scripture warns believers to be-
ware of those who will claim to do 
signs and wonders in the last days. 
Cling to the Word of God; the mes-
sage has been authenticated and can 
be trusted (Isa. 8:20).   
 

P
aul’s authority as an apostle 
came under aĴ ack by some who 

disliked his teaching.  In his defense 
he pointed to his labours and suff er-
ing for the gospel’s sake.  In conclu-
sion he pointed to the miracles God 
had worked through him. “Truly the 
signs of an apostle were accomplished 
among you with all perseverance in 
signs and wonders and mighty deeds” 
(2 Cor. 12:12 NKJ). These three terms 
describe the character of the mir-
acles. They were a sign from God, 
caused wonder and were a display 
of power.  Apparently the ability to 
perform such works was limited to 
the apostles and thus they could be 
identifi ed.

Early in His ministry Jesus chose 
twelve men to travel with Him and 
to be part of His inner circle. “And 
when He had called His twelve disciples 
to Him, He gave them power over un-
clean spirits, to cast them out, and to 
heal all kinds of sickness, and all kinds 
of disease” (MaĴ . 10:1). Later, when 
He sent forth the seventy, they came 
back rejoicing that the demons were 
subject to them (Luke 10:17), but 
they did not have the authority of 
the twelve. Others who worked 
with the twelve seemed also to have 
some of their authority at times, 
such as Stephen (Acts 6:8).   

These miracles were signs of God’s 
approval and of the validity of the 
messenger. Peter on the day of Pen-
tecost in his preaching said, “Jesus of 
Nazareth, a Man aĴ ested by God to you 
by miracles, wonders and signs, which 
God did through Him in your midst, as 
you yourselves also know” (Acts 2:22).  

What are the
Signs of an Apostle?

Donald L. Norbie

Greeley, Colorado 

These men were willing to die, rather 

than to deny the truth of their message.
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Facets of Faith

The Meaning of Faith

I
n his helpful book Bible Answers 
to Questions about Christian Faith 

& Life, Derek Prime defi nes faith as 
follows: 

“Faith is both a decisive act and 
a sustained aĴ itude. It begins as 
an act, by which we abandon 
reliance on ourselves to merit 
salvation, have a fi rm conviction 
as to the truth of God’s promises 
of mercy in Jesus Christ, and 
depend sincerely upon them. 
AĞ er this, faith becomes a habit 
of our life.”

This article is perhaps more con-
cerned with faith as a sustained at-
titude and habit of our lives than as 
a decisive act, but the two aspects 
are really inseparable. The decisive 
act leads directly to the sustained 
aĴ itude and habit, and true faith in-
volves many other spiritual aĴ itudes 

and qualities of Christian character 
taught and exemplifi ed in Scripture. 
It is the main aim of this article to ex-
plain these qualities of Christian char-
acter in relation to faith, so that it may 
become clear both how fundamental 
faith is to Christian life and character 
as a whole, and also how inseparable 
those true qualities of character are 
from true Christian faith. But, fi rst, 
here are seven ways of defi ning Chris-
tian faith viewed primarily as a deci-
sive act by means of which we receive 
God’s salvation:

Belief in the truth of God re-
vealed to us in the Person of Je-
sus Christ His incarnate Son.
Acceptance of the gospel of God 
concerning Christ preached to us.
Obedience to the Word of God re-
vealed to us by the Spirit of God.
Commitment to do the will of God 
revealed in the Word of God.
Trust in the person of Christ 
Himself as our only all-suffi  -
cient Saviour.
Reliance on the work of Christ 
alone as the basis of our salvation.
Confession and practical ac-
knowledgement of the lordship 
of the risen Christ over our lives 
from that moment onwards.

The Manifestations of Faith

1 Obedience in a Christian is 
faith submiĴ ing to the re-

vealed will and Word of God. 
“The obedience of faith” is spoken of in 
Romans 16:26. Paul and Peter both 
speak of those who “obey not the gos-
pel” (2 Thess. 1:8, 1 Pet. 4:17). Also, 
the Greek word for ‘unbelief’, (apei-
theia) is oĞ en translated ‘disobedi-

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

ence’. Unbelief in the truth of God 
revealed in the gospel is culpable, 
evidence of a stubborn refusal to be 
persuaded in the face of clear testi-
mony to Christ. Abraham is perhaps 
the supreme example in Scripture of 
a man whose faith led him to obey 
the word and call of God despite the 
apparent impossibility of that word 
being fulfi lled. But his faith and obe-
dience were fully vindicated and re-
warded with promises of blessing 
through his miraculously-conceived 
and later divinely-preserved son, 
Isaac. Where there is no obedience, 
there is no true faith. 

2
Peace is faith resting in the 
person and work of Christ at 

Calvary as a pardoned and justi-
fi ed sinner saved by God’s grace 
alone on the basis of Christ’s 
shed blood. The redeemed believer 
rests where God has rested, in the 
fi nished work of Christ, His beloved 
Son. Peace with God, thus obtained, 
leads to the experimental knowledge 
of the peace of God garrisoning our 
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus 
from all fear and worry in this life, 
and ultimately to the present expe-
rience of the presence of the God of 
peace with us continually (see Philip-
pians 4:6-9). Where there is no peace 
of heart, there is no true faith.

3
Joy is faith singing in wor-
ship as a redeemed sinner 

about our beloved Saviour and 
heavenly Bridegroom and all 
the blessings of salvation in 
Him. God’s joy is His expressed de-
light in His Son and in His redeemed 

Faith sees the 

invisible, just 

as hope does, 

and is simply 

waiting for all the 

“exceeding great 

and precious 

promises” of God 

to be realized in 

time and history. 
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people. Christ’s joy, fulfi lled in His 
resurrection, was to do His Father’s 
will and to bring many sons to share 
His glory as a result of His suff ering 
on the cross. Joy in us is our sponta-
neous expression of a deep inner de-
light in God born of an implicit trust 
in Him, that He cannot and will 
not ultimately fail us in spite of our 
present diffi  culties and suff erings in 
this life and consequent delight in 
our fellow saints. Joy is independent 
of our circumstances, whereas hap-
piness is not. Joy is rooted in God 
and oĞ en thrives in circumstances 
of persecution and other affl  ictions. 
It is evidence of spiritual triumph 
and victory in Christ. Rejoicing in 
the Lord is also the secret of practi-
cal unity in local assembly life and 
of strong Christian character. Where 
there is no spontaneous Christian 
joy, there is no true faith.

4
Love is faith behaving like 
Christ in this evil world, 

showing God’s own love and 
compassion to the unlovely 
around us, just as He did to us 
in our sin and need. Faith work-
ing through love is the only thing 
that counts for anything before God 
in a Christian’s life (Gal. 5:6). Our 
love is derived from God’s Holy 
Spirit indwelling us since conver-
sion (Rom. 5:5), and is His fruit in 
our lives and characters (Gal. 5:22). 
In fact, our whole ability to love like 
God is derived directly from God; 
1 John 4:19 states that, “We love, 
because He fi rst loved us” (RV). Our 
love is in response to His great love 
proved to us at Calvary, and should 
be likewise sacrifi cial. Where there 
is no selfl ess Christian love and 
compassion, there is no true faith.

5
Grace is faith giving sacrifi -
cially for others around us in 

need as faithful stewards of the 
manifold grace of God encapsu-
lated in His supreme giĞ  of the 
Lord Jesus Christ to be our Sav-
iour. Our grace of giving is in loving 
and grateful response to God’s own 
grace towards us, and should be in 
direct proportion to it. “Thanks be to 
God for His unspeakable giĞ ” (2 Cor. 
9:15) should be the spirit in which 
we give. Where there is no generous 
giving, there is no true faith.

6
Hope is faith waiting for the 
ultimate fulfi lment of all 

the promises of God in Christ 
at the resurrection and rapture 
of the church. The close relation-
ship between faith and hope is seen 
in the fact that the Greek words for 
“hope”, elpis and elpizo, are some-
times translated in the KJV transla-
tion as “faith“ and “trust(ed)”. Faith 
sees the invisible, just as hope does, 
and is simply waiting for all the “ex-
ceeding great and precious promises” of 
God to be realized in time and eter-
nity. Where there is no evidence of 
hope in Christ, there is no true faith.

7
Patience is faith enduring 
manfully and steadfastly all 

the suff erings and trials of the 
Christian life as strangers and 
pilgrims on the way through this 
wilderness world to our Prom-
ised Land in heavenly glory. 
For James 1:3 says that, “the trying 
of your faith worketh patience”, so we 
should count it all joy when we fall 
into manifold trials. Sterling Chris-
tian character can only be formed ef-
fectively by this means under God’s 
sovereign hand. Impatience, biĴ er-
ness, and anger are signs of imma-
turity and stubborn refusal to ac-
knowledge God in the trials of life. 
But what sweet graces of character 
result from simple acceptance of 

them and cooperation with God in 
learning the lessons He means to 
teach us through submission to His 
will in allowing them. Where there 
is no patience in suff ering, there is 
probably no true faith.

The Motivation of Faith
Faith, like hope, is a quality that 

exists in time and this life, unlike 
love, which is God’s essential and 
eternal nature. But faith lives and 
behaves in the sure and certain hope 
of the glory of God at the second 
coming of Christ for His own. Then 
simple faith in Christ will give place 
to sight of the Lord in His immedi-
ate presence in His Father’s House. 
And surely, “Oh, how will recom-
pense His smile, The suff ering of 
this liĴ le while!” 

Malcom C. Davis

Leeds, England

Joy in us is our 

spontaneous 

expression of 

a deep inner 

delight in God 

born of an 

implicit trust 

in Him, that He 

cannot and will 

not ultimately 

fail us.
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2 Chronicles 29:20-36

I
n 2 Chronicles 29:1-19 we have 
an account of the initial steps that 

Hezekiah took in his desire to bring 
the nation back to God. That section 
ends with a sanctifi ed priesthood (v. 
15) and a sanctifi ed temple (vv. 18-
19), but as commendable as that was, 
much more needed to be done, and 
in the laĴ er part of the chapter Heze-
kiah again takes the initiative in seek-
ing to promote the service of God.

The commitment he displayed

The priests being sanctifi ed, the 
house cleansed, the vessels pre-
pared, Hezekiah turned his aĴ ention 
to the service of the house of God, 
“Then Hezekiah the king rose early, 
and gathered the rulers of the city, and 
went up to the house of the LORD” (v. 
20). Hezekiah was the king, and he 

led by way of example. That should 
surely recall to our minds the words 
of 1 Peter 5:1-3 where the apostle in 
addressing elders exhorts them how 
to act as “being examples to the fl ock.” 
The example that Hezekiah set was 
two-fold, fi rst in what he did, and 
secondly in the way he did it. The 
verse says “he rose early”, giving a 
note of diligence and urgency to the 
way in which he acted. 

consecration to the will of God. The 
truth of Hebrews 9:14 shows the One 
who “off ered Himself without spot to 
God.” The sin off ering focuses aĴ en-
tion on what He did. “While we were 
yet sinners Christ died for us” (Rom. 
5:8), the one who took our place in 
bearing the just penalty belonging 
to us as sinners.

While that is but a brief summary 
of these important off erings, the pri-
mary lesson we desire to observe 
is the fact that as we think of their 
typical lessons, they suggest that in 
days of revival there will be a re-
turn to the cross and to the work of 
Christ. Revival will always bring the 
people back to that. 

It is instructive to notice who the 
off erings were presented for. While 
in verse 21 we read “for the kingdom”, 
“for the sanctuary”, and “for Judah” 
thereby embracing princes, priests 
and the common people, others are 
included in verse 24: “the king com-
manded that the burnt off ering and the 
sin off ering should be made for all Is-
rael.” Although division had come 
in between the kingdoms of Judah 
and Israel, and although no repre-
sentatives of the northern kingdom 
of Israel were present, Hezekiah 
nevertheless viewed them all as one 
before God, and the sacrifi ces on the 
altar was the one common ground 
of their acceptance with God.

Doesn’t it suggest that the cross, 
when it is rightly understood, will 
preserve believers from the diff erenc-
es and divisions that have wrought 
such havoc within Christendom?  

We know there were divisions at 
Corinth and it is not without signifi -
cance that in the opening chapter 
of 1 Corinthians, Paul brings them 

Hezekiah  Part 2 
The commands he issued

It was Hezekiah who took the ini-
tiative and in verse 20 he gathered 
the rulers of the city and went to “the 
house of the Lord.” Notice where they 
went and the lesson that in days of 
true revival there will inevitably be 
a return to the house of God, the 
place where God has been pleased 
to set His name.

Next, aĴ ention was turned to the 
off erings and we read that Hezeki-
ah “commanded the priests the sons of 
Aaron to off er them on the altar of the 
Lord” (v. 21).

The off erings were presented to 
the Lord: “And they brought seven 
bullocks and seven rams, and seven 
lambs, and seven he goats, for a sin 
off ering”(v. 21). In verse 22, the ani-
mals were slain for a burnt off ering 
and there blood sprinkled upon the 
altar, though they were not actu-

ally off ered until verse 27. Before 
the burnt off ering, seven goats were 
killed and off ered for a sin off ering 
(vv. 23-24). 

The burnt off erings and the sin of-
ferings, in their typical signifi cance 
present to us two aspects of the 
death of Christ. Though only touch-
ing on the surface of their teaching 
we might suggest that the burnt of-
fering speaks of Christ’s sinless per-
fection—what He is, and His total 

Days of revival will have this two-fold 

effect, manifesting those with a willing 

heart and exposing those who are 

negligent in regard to divine service.
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back to the cross (1:17-18). 
But there is something more, be-

fore the burnt off ering was off ered 
on the altar, Hezekiah “set the Levites 
in the house of the LORD with cymbals, 
with psalteries, and with harps, accord-
ing to the commandment of David, and 
of Gad the king’s seer, and Nathan the 
prophet: for so was the commandment of 
the LORD by His prophets”(vv. 25-26). 
They were going back to the paĴ ern 
divinely appointed for the temple 
service, “the commandment of the Lord 
by His prophets” (v. 25).

Here is yet another feature that 
will mark days of revival: a return 
to the Scriptures and the divinely 
appointed paĴ ern of gathering for 
the people.

Now they come to the actual of-
fering of the burnt sacrifi ce and 
verse 27 says, “when the burnt off er-
ing began the song of the Lord began.” 
In verse 28 the whole congregation 
worshipped and we are told, “all this 
continued until the burnt off ering was 
fi nished.” But even when the off ering 
was ended, the worship continued 
(vv. 29-30). We could hardly read 
these verses without being remind-
ed of the words of Hebrews 13:15 
“By Him therefore let us off er the sacri-
fi ce of praise to God continually, that is, 
the fruit of our lips giving thanks to His 
name.” But the primary lesson we 
want to liĞ  from these verses is yet 
another feature that will mark days 
of revival, a return to the Lord.

The consequences he witnessed

In verse 31 we read, “Then Hezekiah 
answered and said, Now ye have conse-
crated yourselves unto the LORD, come 
near and bring sacrifi ces and thank off er-
ings into the house of the LORD.” The 
expression “and Hezekiah answered” is 
perhaps a liĴ le unexpected, aĞ er all 
he has not been asked anything in 
the preceding verse. There we read 

of the Levites worshipping, and the 
idea in verse 31 is simply that this 
was Hezekiah’s response, his answer 
to the worship of the Levites, to en-
courage them to continue in their 
ministry of bringing sacrifi ces into 
the house of the Lord.

Following the encouragement 
given to the Levites, we see in the 
closing verses something of the 
consequences and outcome when 
revival occurs. There are willing 

hearts among the people: “And the 
congregation brought in sacrifi ces and 
thank off erings; and as many as were 
of a free heart burnt off erings”(v. 31). 
There is a wealth of sacrifi ces; as to 
the burnt off erings (v. 32), seventy 
bullocks, one hundred rams, two 
hundred lambs; then as to sacri-
fi ces that were not burnt off erings 
(v. 33), six hundred oxen and three 
thousand sheep. Do not miss the 
fact that every off ering was divinely 
counted. There was a wide variety 
of sacrifi ces: thank off erings (v. 31); 
burnt off erings (v. 31-35); peace of-
ferings and drink off erings (v. 35). 
These all have spiritual signifi cance:  
thank off erings convey thoughts of 
appreciation and gratitude; burnt of-
ferings speak of devotion and com-
mitment; peace off erings are typical 
of rest and fellowship; and drink 
off erings express rejoicing and glad-
ness. These are delightful conditions 
amongst the people of God.

But while those days of revival 
touched many hearts and manifested 

their zeal to serve God, they also ex-
posed defi ciency on the part of oth-
ers, “But the priests were too few, so that 
they could not fl ay all the burnt off er-
ings: wherefore their brethren the Levites 
did help them, till the work was ended, 
and until the other priests had sancti-
fi ed themselves: for the Levites were more 
upright in heart to sanctify themselves 
than the priests” (v. 34). There were too 
few priests, maybe some resided in 
the country and had not heard of the 

movement at Jerusalem; others had 
perhaps returned to Jerusalem but 
not yet had time to consecrate them-
selves. But the language does seem 
to suggest that many had been neg-
ligent, lacking exercise in the service 
of God, and that is inferred in 30:15. 
Days of revival will have this two-fold 
eff ect—manifesting those with a will-
ing heart and exposing those who are 
negligent in regard to divine service. 
Where would we stand if such days 
came? Could we honestly say it is 
something we would welcome?

The chapter concludes with a re-
minder of the abundance of the of-
ferings that were brought, and it is 
instructive that not until then do we 
read, “So the service of the house of the 
LORD was set in order.” The language 
infers that these conditions should not 
have been the exception but in divine 
purpose was intended to be the regu-
lar experience of the people of God.

Richard Catchpole

London, UK

The primary lesson we desire to observe 

is the fact that as we think of their 

typical lessons, they suggest that in 

days of revival there will be a return to 

the cross and to the work of Christ.
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PUBLIC MINISTRY

W
e have been studying the char-
acter and behaviour of men 

and women who surrounded the 
Lord Jesus at His birth and who 
welcomed Him at His presentation 
at the temple. We have seen how 
they were devoted to the true God, 
Jehovah and how they were in an-
ticipation of the arrival of Messiah 
who was to bring about redemption 
of Israel, the consolation of Jerusa-
lem and the ushering in of the king-
dom of God on earth.

JOHN THE BAPTIST

We now move forward thirty years 
in time, where the Savior begins His 
public ministry. Here we are intro-
duced to the Lord’s forerunner.

John was a man of great personal 
strength, exceptional spiritual pow-
er but with a true servant’s heart. He 
was born a priest and could have 
joined the ranks of the priesthood 
in Jerusalem. There he could have 
enjoyed an easy and secure lifestyle. 
Yet we see him growing and becom-
ing strong in spirit: “and was in the 
desert till the day of his showing to Is-
rael” (Luke 1:80). Thus he preferred 

nation that this is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin—not only of 
Israel but of the whole world. Here 
John displays knowledge of his own 
mission as well as that of the Saviour 
of the world. As a pious Jew at the 
time, John must have been thrilled 
to see a fulfi llment of the prophecy 
of Abraham, the founder of the na-
tion, when he spoke to his son Isaac 

at Mount Moriah, "God will provide 
Himself a lamb" (Gen. 22:8).

Furthermore when John sees the 
Holy Spirit in the form of a dove de-
scending from heaven and abiding 
on Jesus, he bore witness that He 
is the Son of God. Thus confi rming 
the deity of Messiah, a concept that 
eluded the religious leadership of 
the nation at the time and still does 
(John 1:34).

In keeping with his servant spirit, 
John confesses Christ as the Bride-
groom who has the right to the bride, 
while he himself was content to be 

a much rougher type of life in the 
wilderness, having camel hair for 
his apparel and a rather unusual 
diet. (MaĴ . 3:4). Are we willing to 
endure such hardships for the sake 
of Christ or are we too aĴ ached to 
our affl  uent lifestyle?

John knew that his mission was 
to introduce Christ to the nation. 
Thus he testifi es to the Jews sent 

to him by the priests and the Lev-
ite in Jerusalem that he himself was 
not the Christ. When pressed to tell 
them who he was, he quotes Isaiah’s 
prophecy about himself: “I am the 
voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
make straight the way of the Lord” 
(John 1:23). Thus he takes his prop-
er place as the servant declaring that 
Christ was preferred before him and 
that he is not worthy to loose Christ’s 
shoe’s latchet (John 1:27).

Then came that momentous day 
when John, seeing Jesus coming 
unto him, declares in the ears of the 

Men and Women 
Around the LORD PART 4

Are we willing to endure such hardships 

for the sake of Christ or are we too 

attached to our affluent lifestyle?
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the friend of the Bridegroom. Thus 
John would rejoice to see Christ in-
crease even though he himself will 
decrease (John 3:28-30). What a les-
son to all servants of Christ to learn, 
that our Master must always take 
the place of preeminence, while the 
servant must fade away more and 
more into insignifi cance. 

THE DISCIPLES 

The disciples were followers of 
Christ chosen by the Lord Himself to 
be with Him. The purpose of choos-
ing them was to equip them for the 
enormous task they had ahead of 
them aĞ er He would depart this 
world. The Lord selected men who 
would hear His words, behold His 
works and witness the manifesta-
tions of His glory. They were to go 
out and bear witness of Him to a 
world that would reject and crucify 
Him. To be able to do so meant that 
His light would penetrate into their 
inner being and that they would 
receive the impress of His image 
upon them. Therefore they could 
go and declare in divinely inspired 
yet human language what they had 
witnessed of: “eternal life, which was 
with the Father and was manifested 
unto [them]” (1 Jn. 1:2).

We fi rst notice a remarkable varia-
tion in their personalities, back-
grounds and mental and spiritual 
abilities. This was necessary for it 
is obvious that no one single per-
son—no maĴ er how spiritual or 
godly—could have taken in the full 
image, or apprehended the infi nite 
reaches of the person of the Lord. 
The truth revealed in the Saviour 
needed several chosen witnesses for 
the adequate forthtelling of His holy 
character and His majestic glory. 
Hence we have four Gospels, twelve 
disciples and numerous followers.

But we are amazed at His choices. 

He chose the foolish things of the 
world to confound the wise. He 
did not choose His disciples out of 
the circles of the educated and the 
highly refi ned people of Jerusalem. 
With one exception, all the disci-
ples were Galileans, from a region 
despised by the haughty Judeans. 
They were drawn from the ranks 
of practical life, most being fi sher-
men, which added to their native 
robustness. These group of simple 
men had no dreamers or visionaries 
among them. They has never been 
subjected to the confusing infl uence 
of schools of thought or academic 
circles, yet they were sober-minded, 
honest people and in quietness they 
worked eating their own bread (2 
Thess. 3:12).

Not being versed in the artifi ci-
alities of the culture, they were oĞ en 
described as “unlearned and ignorant” 
(Acts 4:13). This, however, was only 
according to the standards of the rab-
binical schools and had nothing to do 
with their spiritual understanding.

Ironically, this was not a loss but 

a gain to them. They may have 
been unsophisticated, yet they had 
healthier minds which were unpol-
luted by theories that pervert the 
truth and having been removed 
from the infl uence of the Pharisees 
and the Sadducees, they had sim-
pler, purer spiritual eyesight and a 
fi rmer single-mindedness.

Take for an example Andrew and 
(likely) John, who had been two 
disciples of John the Baptist. Those 
young men were searching for the 
Messiah, but they joined themselves 
to the Baptist because they might 
have perceived in him a prophet sent 
by God aĞ er 400 years of silence. 
They heard his testimony that he was 
not the Christ and when he pointed 
out to them the “Lamb of God”, they 
leĞ  John and followed Jesus. Af-
ter spending a day with the Master 
at His abode (we have no details of 
what they saw or heard there), they 
conclude that they “have found Mes-
siah” as Andrew testifi ed to his own 
brother Peter (John 1:41). His very 
words, “we have found Messiah,” indi-
cate that they had been searching for 
Him. Finding Him at last was the re-
ward for their keen anticipation and 
longing.

Philip of Bethsaida, having been 
called by the Lord Himself, uses 
very similar language “we have found 
Him, of whom Moses in the Law, and 
the prophets, did write” (John 1:45). 

Does this not betray an anticipation 
of His coming as well as knowledge 
of the Scriptures by this “simple and 
unlearned” fi sherman?

What a testimony we now hear 
from the mouth of an Israeli in 
whom is no guile. The once skeptic 
Nathaniel says, “Rabbi, Thou art the 
Son of God; Thou art the King of Is-

They were to go out and bear witness 

of Him to a world that would reject and 

crucify Him. To be able to do so meant 

that His light would penetrate into their 

inner being and that they would receive 

the impress of His image upon them.
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rael” (John 1:49). It is so remarkable 
that these words spoken by those 
men were uĴ ered aĞ er such a short 
encounter with the Lord. Did their 
hearts burn in them as they listened 
to His words? Did they perceive in 
Him the One whose glory was that 
of the only begoĴ en of the Father? 
And what joy and rejoicing must 
have fi lled their hearts as they real-
ized that their long-awaited hope 
was now standing in their midst in 
the person of the Son of God?      

Three years of faithful earthly min-
istry are now passed. The cross is 
ahead of Him with all its horrors. He 
is taken to Calvary to be numbered 

among the transgressors, to be cruci-
fi ed in the midst of two thieves. Three 
hours pass by of ridicule and taunt-
ing by wicked men that surrounded 
the cross. Then came the three hours 
of darkness. In silence, the Sin-bearer 

suff ers at the hand of His 
God. Finally, aĞ er the 

work is fi nished, He commits His 
spirit into the Father’s hand and dies, 
according to the Scriptures.

What should happen to that holy 
body that was never tainted by sin? 
Would it be allowed to suff er a dis-
graceful burial in a communal grave 
with the sinners? God forbid. How 
then shall the Scriptures be fulfi lled?

NICODEMUS AND JOSEPH

We get to meet two righteous men, 
ordained by God for this solemn 
task of burying the Savior’s body. 
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, fi rst 
came to the Lord Jesus by night. He 
learned fi rst hand from the Savior 

about His own mission; how He 
was the Son whom God gave be-
cause of His love for the world (John 
3:16). Later on, Nicodemus stands 
in defense of the Lord against the 
Sanhedrin (John 7:50-51). Now in 
defi ance of their judgment against 
Him, he comes with a mixture of 
myrrh and aloes, about a hundred-
pound weight, to tenderly care for 
the blessed body. No longer follow-
ing in secret but openly, Nicodemus 
testifi es of his belief in the suff ering 
Messiah (John 19:39-40).

Joseph of Arimathaea was a dis-
ciple in secret also but 

now openly of-
fers to care for 

Dr. Boushra Mikhael

Toronto, Ontario

It is obvious that those two men were 

born into the world to perform this task. 

Risking their position in the Sanhedrin 

and their worldly possessions—even their 

lives—they stepped out to honour Him

the holy body. As to his character, 
the evangelist describes him in vari-
ous terms. He is called “a rich man”
(MaĴ . 27:57; Isa. 53:9), “Jesus’ dis-
ciple” (MaĴ . 27:57), “an honourable 
counselor,” (Mark 15:43) and “a good 
and righteous man” (Luke 23:50).

Joseph did not consent to the 
counsel and deed of the Sanhedrin 
(Luke 23:51) but most interestingly, 
like the entire pious remnant, “he 
waited for the kingdom of God” (Mark 
15:43). Here we see him bravely be-
seeching Pilate that he might take 
away the body of Jesus. He off ers 
his own sepulcher that was hewn in 
a stone, in which was never a man 
yet laid, to bury the Lord’s body. 

It is obvious that those two men 
were born into the world to perform 
this task. Risking their position in the 
Sanhedrin and their worldly posses-
sions—even their lives—they stepped 
out to honour Him whom the sinful 
nation had rejected. They then disap-
pear from the pages of the Scriptures, 
perhaps to be lost in the ranks of the 
new church. Were they there in the 
upper room to see the risen Redeem-
er? We can only assume so. With 
what joy they must have greeted the 
very same One whom they had laid 
down in the tomb, now living in the 
power of an endless life! 

What courage, what commitment 
and what an example for us to learn 
from. Are we willing to stand by 
Him and for His cause in this day of 
His rejection by the world?

Oh my Savior crucifi ed, 
Near thy cross would I abide,
Gazing with adoring eye 
On Thy dying agony.
R. C. Chapman       
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The True 
Measure of Man: Psalm 8
H

uman beings have a tendency 
to go to extremes; there is no 

beĴ er evidence of this than in their 
estimation of themselves. Some peo-
ple think that man is the measure 
of all things. Other thinkers down-
play the importance of humans, es-
teeming the species as just another 
class of animal, on the same level 
as a whale or a chimpanzee. Shake-
speare summed up these extremes, 
famously puĴ ing these words into 
Hamlet’s mouth: “What a piece of 

work is man! How noble in reason! 
how infi nite in faculties! In form and 
moving, how express and admira-
ble! In action how like an angel! In 
apprehension, how like a god! The 
beauty of the world! The paragon of 
animals! And yet, to me, what is this 
quintessence of dust?”1  In contrast 
to man’s see-sawing self-analysis, 
God rightly balances man’s true sig-
nifi cance in the eighth Psalm.

Unlike the humanistic viewpoint 
of modern times, the Psalm com-
mences by focusing on God. If man 
is to rightly understand his place in 
the cosmos, he must fi rst consider 
the character of his Creator. This 
lovely hymn begins and ends with 
the same phrase, causing one com-
mentator to remark: “The exclama-

tion which begins and ends this 
psalm, enclosing it as a jewel in a set-
ting, determines its theme as being 
neither the nightly heaven with all 
its stars, nor the dignity of man, but 
the name of the Lord as proclaimed 
by both.”2  Another adds: “It is like 
a jewel enclosed by, and encased in, 
two golden clasps. The Psalm con-
cludes in the same spirit of worship 
with which it began.”3  In the fi rst 
and last verses the excellency of the 
name of the Lord is brought out. 

He is Yahweh (or Jehovah), the cov-
enant-making and covenant-keeping 
God (Ex. 3:14). Furthermore, He is 
Adonai, the Sovereign Master of the 
Universe. His name, which speaks of 
His authority, is said to be “excellent” 
or according to many authorities, 
“majestic.” 4  It is great and worthy of 
praise. What is more, His glory is “set 
above the heavens” (v. 1). This opening 
sentence tells man that God is supe-
rior to anything in His creation. 

The Bulwark of Children’s Praise

The next sentence affi  rms the 
Creator’s incomparable power and 
wisdom through His usage of the 
“mouth of babes and sucklings.” The 
same God who made the heavens 
and earth cares for the smallest hu-

mans. What is more, in vanquishing 
His enemies He employs the “foolish 
things of the world to confound the wise; 
and…the weak things of the world to 
confound the things which are mighty” 
(1 Cor. 1:26). The praises of the most 
diminutive bring Him glory in the 
face of the opposition of this fallen 
world. As one Old Testament schol-
ar comments: 

“The sound of the children is con-
crete evidence of God’s fortress on 
earth. The continuity of the human 
race is God’s way of assuring the 
ultimate glorifi cation of an earth 
populated with a new humanity 
(Hab. 2:14). The sound of opposi-
tion is silenced by the babbling 
and chaĴ er of children. What a 
contrast! What a King!”5  

When the temple authorities ques-
tioned the actions of the children 
who were lauding the Lord Jesus, 
He defended them by quoting this 
verse. The chief priests and scribes 
were supposed experts on praise, 
but they completely missed their 
opportunity to adore and celebrate 
the Lord of glory. In simplicity, the 
children uĴ ered their straightfor-
ward appreciation of Christ, there-
by engaging in “…perfected praise” 
(MaĴ . 21:16). Adults can become so 
sophisticated that they miss the ob-
vious value of the Lord Jesus, while 
the babes perceive His worth.

The Heavens 

Declare the Glory of God

When David meditated upon the 
heavens, he marveled that the Creator 

If man is to rightly understand his place 

in the cosmos, he must first consider the 

character of his Creator.
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would take interest in such a small 
entity as man. Considering that there 
are a few thousand stars visible to the 
naked eye, it is not surprising that he 
was awed by the celestial spectacle.6  
With the aid of modern telescopes, 
scientists now say that there are an 
estimated two hundred billion stars 
in our galaxy alone.7  Theories re-
garding the number of stars in the 

universe off er fi gures that are in-
comprehensible to human minds. 
Whether with the naked eye or 
through the aid of technology, a con-
sideration of the immensity of the cos-
mos logically leaves men feeling very 
small. The same evidence points to a 
very large Creator (to put it mildly). 
Thus, man is seen to be small when 
compared with the God who made 
the vast cosmos.

Paradise Lost and Regained

“What is man, that Thou art mindful 
of him? and the son of man, that Thou 
visitest him?” David asks. Since God 
is so great, one might assume that 
He would have nothing to do with 
such a small creature as man. Speak-
ing of the Hebrew word (enosh) that 
is used in this verse to refer to man, 
the Hebrew scholar Franz Delitzsch 
commented: “it describes man from 
the side of his impotence, frailty, 
and mortality…”8  Nonetheless, the 
Almighty visits him in blessing. He 
“crowned him with glory and honour…
and madest him to have dominion over 
the works of Thy hands; Thou hast put 
all things under his feet.” Although 

the psalm speaks of these things in 
the past tense, the current state of 
man’s rule over the earth bears liĴ le 
resemblance to the idyllic scene en-
visioned by the sweet singer of Is-
rael. Hebrews 2:8 draws aĴ ention to 
the apparent discrepancy in these 
words: “…in that He put all in subjec-
tion under Him, He leĞ  nothing that is 
not put under Him. But now we see not 

yet all things put under Him.” How 
does one explain this dichotomy? 
Because it describes the contrast 
between what God desired Adam 
to accomplish and the man’s failure 
to do this because of the Fall. Adam 
failed to develop the world into 
a God-honouring paradise. Even 
worse, he brought the planet into 
the bondage of sin, making misery 
and groaning the normal condition 
of the globe. 

In contrast to the disastrous dis-
obedience of the fi rst Adam, the Lord 
Jesus—whom Scripture dubs the 
“Last Adam”—brings about a pro-
gram of glorifi cation for the earth (1 
Cor. 15:45). Whereas, the fi rst head 
of the human race unleashed the de-
struction of sin, Christ releases the 
imprisoned creation from its slav-
ery through redemption. By dying 
the Lord Jesus ruined “him who had 
the power of death” (Heb. 2:14). Addi-
tionally, He set the stage for the ul-
timate prosperity of the planet. The 
Lord Jesus will reign over the earth 
until all is brought under the direct 
rule of the Father. During this Mil-
lennial reign, the globe will be freed 

from the painful eff ects of sin—in 
other words, it will cease to groan. 
What is more, man will have his 
proper place: humble before God 
in human smallness, yet glorifi ed 
with God through Christ. Human 
signifi cance will be revealed in that 
the Son of God became a man, died 
for humankind, and rose again to 
glorify them. He did not relinquish 
His humanity aĞ er the crucifi xion. 
Instead, the Lord Jesus entered into 
heaven as a perfect, glorifi ed man. 
He is the forerunner of many glori-
fi ed men and women who will one 
day reign with Him from heaven 
(Rom. 8:29-30; Heb. 2:10; 6:20). 

Psalm 8 gives us the balanced 
view of humanity. In and of them-
selves, men are nothing great—how 
much smaller do they appear when 
compared to their Almighty Cre-
ator! Nevertheless, they have incal-
culable worth because they are cre-
ated in the image of God with the 
purpose of ruling over the earth. 
They are not important because of 
their accomplishments. In fact, their 
works only created the disaster that 
has defi led this planet. Nor are they 
valuable because of their wisdom 
and technological advancement. 
Human ingenuity has only made it 
more effi  cient to slaughter people 
through greater fi repower, nuclear 
bombs, and bio-chemical weapons. 
Neither does their signifi cance stem 
from their artistic and cultural de-
velopment. Modern art, music, and 
literature are saturated with moral 
fi lth, human perversion, and re-
bellion against the Lord. All of the 
things that men trumpet as being in-
dicative of human greatness, actual-
ly turn out to be powerful evidence 
of human wickedness.

The value of humans to God is 
seen in that He gave His Son to suf-
fer and die in order to ransom them. 

Adults can become so sophisticated 

that they miss the obvious value 

of the Lord Jesus, while the babes 

perceive His worth.
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Through the redeeming and glorify-
ing ministry of Christ their poten-
tial will one day be realized in the 
very scene of their fall. All of God’s 
intentions for His creation will be 
fulfi lled. He will be victorious, and 
humans will be blessed.
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WHEN THINGS GO WRONG

Do not spend your time in freĴ ing;
Spend it, rather, in forgeĴ ing
LiĴ le things that wound you so.
Do not let the whole world know
That you’d rather sit a-grieving
When you might be out relieving
Pain and care.  Rise up, be true!
Just fi nd something good to do.

When your days are full of sighing,
Don’t give up, but keep on trying
Some good cause to help along,
You will soon forget the wrong
That the dismal days are bringing,
If you time your work to singing.
When your skies are dark in hue,
Just fi nd something good to do.

When your life seems full of trouble,
Pain and care will always double,
If you talk about your woes;
Also will your skies disclose
Brighter tints upon the morrow,
When the lessons taught by sorrow
Help instead of hinder you.
Just fi nd something good to do.

Spend no time in dull repining;
Everywhere the sun is shining.
And the future ways are bright;
If we truly see aright.
Life is what we make it, truly,
And ‘twill seldom go unruly
If the right course we pursue—
Just fi nd something good to do.

  —Author Unknown

“Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended; but this one thing I do, 
forgeĴ ing those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things 
which are before,  I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus.” (Phil.3:13-14)
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T
he stories 
of three in-

dividual conversions to 
Christ are given in Acts chap-
ters 8, 9 and 10.  Studying and 
comparing these is very instructive. 
In chapter 8 we learn of an Ethio-
pian government offi  cial brought to 
Christ. In chapter 9 a notably zealous 
and renowned Israeli, Saul of Tarsus, 
is arrested by the Lord, and saved. 
In chapter 10, a Roman army offi  cer 
is converted to Christianity. The sto-
ries of conversion are very diff erent. 
We are reminded that the manner of 

conversion is not the most important 
aspect of salvation. The Lord uses a 
variety of ways to awaken the soul. 
The important issue is that the awak-
ened soul must fi nd Christ. 

Noah had three 
sons; Shem, Ham, and Ja-

pheth. AĞ er the fl ood these three sons 
became the fathers of three great seg-
ments of the human race. Ham’s de-
scendants came to be associated with 
African peoples. Shem was the father 
of Israel. Japheth is associated with 
the remaining Gentile peoples. The 
Ethiopian is evidently a descendant of 
Ham. Saul of Tarsus, being a Jew, came 

from Shem. Cornelius, the Roman of-
fi cer, was evidently of Japheth. These 
conversions, therefore, remind us that 
the gospel message reaches out, with 
equal urgency, and with equal blessing 

to each and every segment of the hu-
man race. God leaves no people out-
side of His grace; so that heaven will 
be peopled with a throng that comes 
from every kindred and tongue and 
people and nation. 

The three converts were all very 
sincere, and religious individuals 
while still in the darkness of sin. The 
Ethiopian had come to Jerusalem to 
worship, and was reading Scripture 
(which he admiĴ edly did not un-
derstand) when Philip joined his 
chariot. Saul of Tarsus was so dedi-
cated in his zeal for the religion of 
the Jews that he was willing to par-
ticipate in the murderous martyr-
dom of Christians. Cornelius, mean-
while, was in the habit of being very 
charitable and praying to the God of 
heaven always. But, although sin-
cere and deeply religious, each of 
these men needed salvation of their 
souls. Without Christ, they were 
hopelessly dead. So it is today: mere 
religion is not salvation. One may 

Three 
Conversions

The Lord uses a variety 

of ways to awaken the 

soul. The important 

issue is that the 

awakened 

soul must 

find Christ. 

God leaves no people outside of 

His grace; so that heaven will be 

peopled with a throng that comes 

from every kindred and tongue 

and people and nation. 
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be religious to the point of extreme 
dedication, and still be lost.

If we recognize that Ananias, in 
the case of Saul of Tarsus, was used 
of God relevant to Saul’s conversion, 
we can then say that each of these 
men were reached, and delivered 
from sin, in part through the eff orts 
of a spirit-guided and godly saint. 
Philip got a call from God to go and 
meet the chariot of the Ethiopian. 
Ananias was prompted by the Holy 
Spirit to converse with a man who 
had a frightening reputation as an 
anti-Christian. Peter was prompted, 
again by the Holy Spirit, to set aside 
his legalistic prejudices and carry 
the gospel to the household of one 
whom Peter by nature would think a 
heathen, whom he could not associ-
ate with. Each of these servants 
of the Lord—Philip, Ananias, 
and Peter—responded to the 
promptings of the Lord, and 
were used to reach a soul. The 
same remains applicable to-
day. The Spirit of God 
uses the ready and 
available Christian 
to carry the gospel 
to souls who are 
ready to respond 
to the glorious 
message. OĞ en, 
inconvenience, 
or fear, or preju-
dice, must be 
overcome on the 
part of the mes-
senger if the mes-
sage is to be delivered 
to the person waiting to 
hear it. 

The results of these 
three conversions 
were clear and glad-
some in each case. 

The Ethiopian went on his way re-
joicing. Saul of Tarsus had his eyes 
opened, and his ears unstopped, to 
hear and to understand the reality 
that Jesus lives. Cornelius, and those 
with him who accepted the gospel 

message, were baptized, both by the 
Holy Ghost and into Jesus Christ. 
Thus, evidence of new life in Christ 
was found in each new convert. So 
it still is: by the fruits the convert 
is known. Christ changes lives. Joy 

comes where uncertainty and sor-
row had abided. Peace comes 
to the restless soul. Empty re-
ligion is replaced by the real-
ity of a living Savior. 

Conversion. It is much more 
than merely a human 
professing to open their 

heart to the Savior. It is 
much more than sign-
ing a declaration or 
kneeling at an altar. 
It is, rather, a life-
changing experi-
ence whereby eter-
nal life is breathed 
into a sinful soul. 

Fruit in that life 
proves the reality of 

salvation. If any man be 
in Christ he is, indeed, a 
new creation. For that per-
son, old things have passed 
away. All things have be-
come new. True Christianity 
is much more than religion. 

It is the reality of a living 

Savior who has become Lord of the life 
of the convert.

It seems that Christians today 
are geĴ ing away from telling, joy-
ously, how they were saved. Saul of 

Tarsus never tired of repeating the 
story of what happened to him on 
the road to Damascus. Nor should 
we. Unfortunately, we hear too few 
today telling the story of how they 
were rescued from sin and brought 
to Christ. A revival of personal tes-
timony would be a powerful tool in 
gospel presentation. There is an old 
song that says in part: “I was there 

when it happened, and I ought to 
know.” Indeed, we should know 
and we should be happy and eager 
to tell how we came from death to 
life! The Spirit of God had great pur-
pose in seĴ ing before us these three 
very diff erent stories of conversion 
but, as we look at these stories, and 
compare them, we see remarkable 
principles, and similarities. Three 
very diff erent men each found 
Christ, and lived to prove it. 

One may be 

religious to the 

point of extreme 

dedication, and 

still be lost.

Conversion ... is much more than 

merely a human professing to open 

their heart to the Savior.
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