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I do not ask that I may steer

My bark by peaceful shore alone,

Nor that I linger, harbor-bound,

And sail no stormy seas unknown;

I only ask this boon of Thee:

Be ever in the ship with me.

I do not ask that I may dwell

From din of battle far removed,

Nor ever feel temptation’s force,

Nor ever know mine armour proved;

I only ask, through Life’s long fi ght,

Grant me the power of Thy might.

I do not ask that I may walk

Only on smoothly trodden grass,

Nor ever climb the mountain’s height

And trembling, through its dangers pass;

I only ask, on rock or sand,

The sure upholding of Thy hand.

I dare not pray for any gift

Upon my pilgrim path to Heaven;

I only ask one thing of Thee:

Give Thou Thyself and all is given.

I am not strong nor brave nor wise;

Be Thou with me – it shall suffi  ce.



I t is just over 35 years ago I fi rst 
heard some supposedly well 

meaning Christians tells us that 
preaching was a thing of the past. 
The then modern generation could 
not learn from such an antiquated 
method as preaching. Although 
highly educated, it was argued that 
such moderns preferred to discover 
for themselves. Today’s generation, 
we are likewise told, are visual and 
despite wide spread higher educa-
tion, can only learn through short 
visual or audio sound bites.

Yet, it was the Holy Spirit, through 
Paul’s second lett er to Timothy, Who 
exhorts us to ‘Preach the Word!’ (2 
Tim. 4:2) The word ‘preach’ is used 61 
times in the New Testament. The fi rst 
reference is to John the Baptist and 
the second reference is to the Lord 
Himself. The word means to pro-
claim or herald. The Greek scholar 
Thayer says it means 

“to proclaim aft er the manner 
of a herald…always with the 
suggestion of formality, gravity 
and an authority which must be 
listened to and obeyed.” 

Preaching is a word that is only 
suitable to the subject of the gospel 
and Bible teaching since the subject 
matt er is truth. In the aff airs of men 
all knowledge is subject to review, 
further consideration, debate and 
correction. But the truth of God is 
not like that. There is no room for 
second opinions or further clarifi ca-
tion. This why the gospel preacher is 
called to ‘preach’ that is in the sense 
of one heralding a message from a 

reaching the lost or moving the peo-
ple of God? Do we think an invited 
speaker is capable of carrying the 
entire load of the spiritual demands 
of communicating the word of God 
that we can go without prayer?

And what about the preaching 
itself? Do those who preach come 
with a burden of the word of the 
Lord? Have we been guilty of merely 
entertaining audiences? Have we 
been looking to fi ll calendars and be 
popular? Do we think this will stand 
the assessment at the judgement seat 
of Christ?

And what about the resources we 
possess today? In the history of the 
church we have at the disposal of al-
most everyone, helps to equip us in 
the study of the scriptures, yet is such 
knowledge merely reaching the head 
without ever going to the heart?

Listen to Paul’s words to Timothy. 
Kenneth Wuest’s expanded transla-
tion helps us think about it afresh:

I solemnly charge you as one 
who is living in the presence 
of our God, even Christ Jesus, 
the One who is on the point 
of judging the living and the 
dead, I solemnly charge you as 
not only living in His presence, 
but also by His appearing and 
His kingdom; make a public 
proclamation of the Word with 
such formality, gravity, and 
authority as must be heeded. 
Hold yourself in readiness for 
this proclamation when oppor-
tunity presents itself and when 
it does not; reprove so as to 
bring forth conviction and con-
fession of guilt; rebuke sharply, 
severely, and with a suggestion 
of impending penalty. Plead-
ingly exhort, doing all this 
with that utmost self-restraint 
which does not hastily retali-
ate a wrong, and accompany 
this exhortation with the most 
painstaking instruction. (2 
Tim. 4:1, 2)

EDITORIAL

king. It was a matt er for obedience 
not debate.

This is not to say the preacher 
should be unfeeling towards his au-
dience or worse act in a spirit of self 
righteousness. The Lord Himself 
serves as our example. While He 
never avoided faithfully proclaim-
ing the truth, at the same time He 
always spoke with a sense of digni-
ty and respect for His hearers. Even 
the scribes and Pharisees were treat-
ed by the Lord far bett er than they 
deserved. Here are the assessments 
of those who heard the Lord preach. 
‘And it came to pass, when Jesus had 
ended these sayings, the people were as-
tonished at his doctrine: for he taught 
them as one having authority, and not 
as the scribes.’ (Matt . 7:28) ‘And all 
bare him witness, and wondered at the 
gracious words which proceeded out of 
his mouth.’ (Luke 4:22) ‘And they were 
astonished at his doctrine: for his word 
was with power.’ (Luke 4:32) ‘Never 
man spake like this man.’ (John 7:46)

Have we lost confi dence in the 
preaching of the Word of God? 
Likely no one would openly admit 
we have, but our actions are a bett er 
indicator of our true beliefs than our 
words are. How is it that so many 
assembly meetings are clutt ered 
with things that do not contribute to 
the preaching of the Word? How is 
it that meetings to which the public 
are invited there is such a half heart-
ed eff ort with a weak, watered down 
explanation of the gospel, oft en giv-
en without any sense of urgency? 
How is it that oft en Bible teaching 
lacks clarity or any recognizable aim 
to secure an action on the part of the 
hearers? How is it that in many as-
semblies there is no prayer meeting, 
or if one, a poorly att ended one, 
prior to the preaching of the Word? 
Is there no sense of dependence on 
the Holy Spirit for help in power in Brian Gunning 
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I
t is a real put down to be called 
legalistic. It is almost like being 

called a Puritan. It seems to imply 
that one is unfeeling, cold and overly 
strict. Perhaps we need to defi ne our 
terms. To be legal means that one’s 
actions are based upon the law–and 
that is a good thing. Who would want 
to live in a lawless society? Flowing 
from this it can mean “a strict and 
oft en too strict and literal adherence 
to the law or to a code.” Theologically 
it means “the doctrine of salvation by 
good works rather than by free grace" 
(Webster’s New World Dictionary). 

Certainly all should strive to live 
a legal life, keeping the laws of the 
country in which we live, unless 
they confl ict with our allegiance to 
our Lord. “Let every soul be subject to 
the governing authorities” (Rom 13:1 
NKJV) Christians should strive to 
be law-abiding citizens; that is part 

“[Legalistic] 

theologically 

it means “the 

doctrine of 

salvation by good 

works rather than 

by free grace.”

“Who are you to 

judge another’s 

servant? ... Let each 

be fully convinced 

in his own mind” 

(Rom. 14:4-5).

Are you  
   LEGALISTIC?
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of our testimony. The teaching that 
one’s salvation is based upon his 
good works is heresy. In Paul’s day 
the Judaizing teachers seemed to 
follow the preaching of the gospel 
and would insist that Christ was 
necessary but not enough. One must 

be circumcised and keep the Mosaic 
law (Acts 15:5). It was a big issue in 
the early church as Gentiles were 
accepting Christ and coming into the 
churches. Must they be circumcised 
and live by all of the regulations of 
Judaism? Was this necessary to their 
salvation? The council of the apostles 
and elders, led by the Holy Spirit, 
decided the Gentiles did not have to 
live like the Jews do. James summed 
up their decision: “For it seemed good to 
the Holy Spirit and to us, to lay upon you 
no greater burden than these necessary 
things: that you abstain from things 
off ered to idols, from blood, from things 
strangled and from sexual immorality. If 
you keep yourselves from these you will 
do well” (Acts 15:28-29). They advised 
not doing things that would off end 
Jews, such as eating blood or things 
sacrifi ced to idols. And there was a 
warning against sexual immorality 
which was rampant among the 
Gentiles. There was no mention of 
circumcision or the Sabbath, signs 
of the old covenant to Israel. Today 
the danger of such legalism takes 
the form of saying that repentance 
and faith in Christ are not enough. 
Unless one is baptized and keeps the 
laws of Christ he cannot be saved. 
Salvation is promised aft er a life of 

obedience. Justifi cation follows a 
life of sanctifi cation. This is Roman 
Catholic theology. Paul emphasizes 
that you cannot mix grace and works 
for salvation. “I do not set aside the 
grace of God; for if righteousness comes 
through the law then Christ died in vain” 

(Gal. 2:21). Some believe in salvation 
by grace alone but are rather strict in 
their life style. They do not believe 
that this strictness is part of their 
salvation but contributes to their 
sanctifi cation. Here believers need 
to allow for individual conscience. 
Dress should be modest but does 
this mean that a woman’s dress must 

reach the fl oor. Some TV programs 
are very evil but does that mean it is 
wrong to have a TV? On the Internet 
one may access pornography, does 
this mean it is wrong to own a 
computer? Paul would counsel: ”Who 
are you to judge another’s servant? ... 
Let each be fully convinced in his own 
mind” (Rom. 14:4-5). And then there 
is self discipline. The disciplined life 
is the productive life. To please God 
and to be productive, to live life to 
the full, one will schedule his time 

and budget his money. He will get 
up at a regular time and have time 
reserved for the word of God and 
for prayer. He will seek to memorize 
Scripture and to witness oft en for 
the Lord. He will be faithful in 
att ending and in participating in the 

meetings of his assembly. Regular, 
proportionate giving will be a part 
of his disciplined life. Mentioning 
young Christians will be a priority 
of his life. He will endeavor to have 
regular, physical exercise and eat 
sensibly; his body is a temple of the 
Holy Spirit. He will guard the things 
that he watches, desiring to have a 
pure mind. Is this a legalistic life? 
No, but it is a disciplined life. “And 
everyone who competes for the prize is 
temperate in all things. Now they do it 
to obtain a perishable crown but we for 
an imperishable crown ... I discipline my 
body and bring it into subjection...” (1 
Cor. 9:25, 27).Such a disciplined life 
enabled Paul to say triumphantly at 
the end of his productive life: “I have 
fought the good fi ght; I have fi nished the 
race; I have kept the faith. Finally there is 
laid up for me a crown of righteousness 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge will 
give to me on that Day, and not to me 
only but also to all who have loved His 
appearing” (2 Tim. 4; 7-8). How will 
we fi nish?

“Some believe 

in salvation by 

grace alone but 

are rather strict in 

their life style.”

Donald L. Norbie

Greeley, Colorado

“And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate 

in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown 

but we for an imperishable crown ... I discipline my body 

and bring it into subjection...” (1 Cor. 9:25, 27).

5Volume 39 | Number 3 | COUNSEL | May—June 2009



I  was leaning on the port quarter 
rail of the outdoor aft erdeck 

of our huge ocean liner. The sun 
had never set this night in January 
(2008) in Antarctica; but now—early 
morning—it was riding high and 
brilliant in the sky. Our ship was 
inching very slowly forward through 
a narrow channel, made narrower 
by huge icebergs on either side of us. 
I felt as if I could almost reach out 
and touch the one that was passing 
by now on my side of the ship. Our 
ice captain assured that these were 
very old icebergs, which had been 
sitt ing in their present position for 
some years. They apparently extend 
to the bott om, down fi ve hundred to 
six hundred feet, where they anchor 
themselves. Thus, not moving, they 
pose us no real threat as we squeeze 
past. The captain decided awhile 
ago that, by gett ing through this 
narrow passage, we could reach the 
open water that he could see a mile 
or two ahead, and thus save hours 
of cruising time toward our next 
point of interest.

A stiff  wind was at my back, push-
ing me against the rail. It was blow-
ing from starboard to port. I was lost 
in a revere of thought, surveying 
the beauty of the icescape stretched 
for miles beyond me. Suddenly, I 
thought I detected a movement. 
Something had stirred. And then 
I saw it!  Perhaps fi ft y feet below 
me, and maybe a hundred feet out, 

perched on an icy pinnacle, stood 
a beautiful solitary albatross. He 
seemed to be looking straight at me. 
His black eyebrows, on either side 
of his regal white head, reached 
back toward the rear of his cranium 
in typically albatross style. Just be-
neath those brows dark penetrat-
ing eyes were staring, apparently 
straight at me. I was startled. Why 
was he there? This was not typical 
albatross behavior. It is very rare 
to see an albatross so close at hand, 
but not fl ying. Something about the 
demeanor of that beautiful bird sug-
gested distress, frustration, even 
deep annoyance.

And then, suddenly, I understood 
why. An albatross cannot take off  
except with the help of wind. And 
the more wind the bett er. This al-
batross was frustrated, and unable 
to take off , because something had 
come between him and the wind. 
That something was our giant ship. 
He was in our wind shadow, and 
not liking it one litt le bit. For a long 
moment his eyes and mine seemed 
to focus on one another. I could 
hardly mistake his communication. 
He was, in eff ect, blaming the ship 
and me because he could not soar.

The moments passed. We watched 
one another. Suddenly, I saw his 
feathers ruffl  e. The passage of the 
ship was allowing the wind to 
reach him once more. The long yel-
low beak rose toward the breeze. 

His regal head reached upward in 
a moment of happy triumph. The 
great white wings spread, the wind 
caught him, and he soared. With 
hardly a movement of those beau-
tiful and powerful wings, he lift ed 
skyward exactly to my level, then 
slowly swung around the stern 
of the ship, fl ying directly into the 
wind, and was gone.

But he left  behind a message that 
reached my soul. As Christians, we 
cannot soar except if we are enjoy-
ing the uninhibited and empower-
ing “wind” of the Spirit of God. So 
oft en it is things that come between 
us and that which enables us to 
soar. When such things intervene, 
like the beautiful albatross, we are 
grounded, frustrated, unhappy. It 
takes the uplift ing power and glo-
ry of the Spirit of God to enable us 
to rise heavenward in soaring de-
light. Saint of God, how is it with 
you today? Are you soaring? Or 
has something come between you 
and the Spirit of God so that you 
are grounded as if stuck on the icy 
plateau of unfriendly time? As the 
voyage continued, we repeatedly 
saw albatross fl ying, usually at con-
siderable distance. But never before, 
or since, have I seen one grounded 
because of “something between.”

Doug Kazen

G, C

The Gaze of the Albatross 
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I tried, myself, to bring to pass
That which I thought should be,
I felt the Lord would profi t by 
A little help from me.
And so I worried and despaired
And vainly laboured on
Until my fairest plans had crashed,
My choicest visions gone;
And then I knelt before my Lord,
Chastened, humbled, still,
Ready to let Him work through me,
Ready to do His will.
And there it was I found success,
For then alone my Lord could bless.

I tried to win a soul for Christ;
How earnestly I pleaded
That he had sinned and gone astray
And Christ was all he needed.
Begged him to forsake the world,
Repent and be forgiven—
I tried to coax him to the Lord,
To woo him into Heaven.
And then I realized that Christ
Longed for him more than I,
That He alone could make one care,
Who cared enough to die.
Upon my knees I fought the fi ght—
My friend was born again that night.

  —Barbara E. Cornet 

Success

7Volume 39 | Number 3 | COUNSEL | May—June 2009



1. In His Intrinsic Worthiness

P
erfect balance is stamped upon 
God’s essential nature and 

Personality. He is three distinct 
Persons united in one indivisible 
Godhead, and all the members 
of that Godhead work together 
in perfect harmony and divine 
fellowship. He has many diff erent 
att ributes, but they all complement 
each other. For such, we fi nd, is the 
God of the Scriptures whom we 
worship. On the one hand, 1 John 1 
asserts that ‘God is light, and in Him 
is no darkness at all’, absolutely holy 
and righteous. But, on the other 
hand, this is balanced in 1 John 4 
by the statement that ‘God is love’, 

and gave His Only-begott en Son 
to die on the cross for mankind. 
Again, in John 4 we learn that ‘God 
is a Spirit’, life-giving and desiring 

the worship of His creatures; while 
in Hebrews 12 we are warned that 
‘our God is a consuming fi re’, judging 

all sin and sinners who refuse to 
repent. Apparently opposite aspects 
of God’s nature are united in Him 
in perfect balance. His wrath is 
balanced by His love; His holiness 
by His grace. His power is used 
with greatest wisdom and goodness. 
He is inscrutable, yet known by 
those who trust Him and enjoy His 
eternal life. He is transcendent over 
His creation, yet immanent (actually 
present) in it. And, although He is 
invisible, He has revealed Himself 
in many ways. Truly, our God is a 
balanced Personal God worthy of all 
our worship for who He is.

2. In His Created World

The ‘balance of nature’ in creation 
refl ects the balance of God Him-
self. Although it has been some-
what marred by the invasion of sin, 
and the consequent curse upon it, 
that balance is still observable in 
large measure. The created world 
is marked by variety and diversity 
in harmony and oft en unity. Both 
the fl ora and the fauna of the earth 
testify to this truth. And it is most 
evident in the constitution of the 
human body, in which many widely 
diff erent organs and limbs are com-
bined in harmonious unity. The very 
constitution of man, with his tripar-
tite nature, body, soul, and spirit, 

refl ects the triune nature of God 
Himself. The climate of the earth 
has been aff ected by sin, but the bal-

The God of 
Perfect Balance
An Appreciation of Our Wonderful Saviour God

“Opposite aspects of God’s nature 

are united in Him in perfect balance. 

His wrath is balanced by His love; His 

holiness by His grace. His power is used 

with greatest wisdom and goodness.”
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ance of the four seasons, heat and 
cold, rain and sunshine still largely 
holds true. The recent phenomenon 
of global warming, caused probably 
by our modern way of living, has 
somewhat disturbed this patt ern, 
but God’s promise to Noah in Gen-
esis 9 concerning creation aft er the 
Flood judgement is still generally 
being fulfi lled. The God of creation 
is a faithful God and a benevolent 
Ruler of all things.

3. In His Revealed Word

We shall divide this section into 
the writt en Word of God, the Scrip-
tures, and the Incarnate Word of 
God, Christ the Son of God Himself. 
For both aspects of divine revelation 
bear witness to a remarkable bal-
ance between diverse elements.

The Bible was writt en over a long 
period of at least fi ft een hundred 
years by a few dozen authors with 
very diverse backgrounds and char-
acters, but it still exhibits a remark-
able unity of theme and purpose. 
God has been pleased to balance 
the talents of many diff erent men to 
produce a book which can meet the 
deepest needs of all peoples every-
where. It includes many diff erent 
kinds of literature, such as history, 
law, poetry, proverbs, prophecy, 
lett ers, and apocalyptic books, and 
provides a balanced diet for all men 
to feed upon spiritually. It saves the 
souls of those who believe it, and can 

instruct, correct, and guide believers 
from all races and backgrounds. No 
other book is like it, just as its divine 
Author, the Holy Spirit of God, is 
unique. Perfect balance marks all 
the writt en revelation of God.

All Christians everywhere recogn-
ise the perfect balance that marks the 
Person and character of Jesus Christ, 
the Incarnate Word. In His nature He 
is uniquely 

‘Verily God, 
Yet become truly human, 
Lower than angels 
To die in our stead’. 

Both the perfect Deity and the ab-
solutely sinless and holy Manhood 
of Christ were predicted in the Old 
Testament Scriptures, are att ested on 

every page of the gospel records, and 
expounded in the New Testament 
lett ers. ‘In Him dwelleth all the fullness 
of the Godhead bodily’; Colossians 2:9. 
Every divine att ribute and character-
istic of deity is seen in the humanity 
of Christ in perfect balance. He was 
‘full of grace and truth’; John 1:14. In 
Him they do not confl ict, but blend 
perfectly. There was a consistent 
evenness in Christ’s character and 
temperament. No one trait predomi-
nated over the rest, as is so oft en the 
case with us, even as believers. His 
earthly life was like the fi ne fl our 
of the meal off ering, which typifi ed 
Him. The Man Christ Jesus thus re-
vealed the perfect balance which 
marks the whole Godhead.  

4. In His Characteristic Ways

The ways of God with men 
are again marked by a perfect 
balance between characteristics 
which we would naturally think 
to be irreconcilable opposites. 

For instance, in Isaiah 57:15 
the Lord says, ‘For thus saith the 
High and Loft y One that inhab-
iteth eternity, whose name is Holy; 
I dwell in the high and holy place, 
with him also that is of a contrite 
and humble spirit’. So great is our 
God, transcendent, and unap-
proachable in glory and holi-
ness; yet in amazing grace He 
condescends to dwell, and deal 
with those who take their right-
ful place before Him in humility 
and contrition. And, although 
He is the almighty Lord of hosts, 
the heavenly armies, yet He is 
concerned to help the poor, af-
fl icted, and oppressed; see 1 
Samuel 1:11 and James 5:4.

Furthermore, His ways with 
sinful men are always marked 
by both ‘goodness and sever-
ity’, as Israel has proved in their 
history; Romans 11:22. God 
punishes His erring people, but 

“The created 

world is marked 

by variety and 

diversity in 

harmony and 

often unity.”

“The Bible 

... exhibits a 

remarkable unity 

of theme 

and purpose.”

“He is the 

almighty 

Lord of hosts, 

the heavenly 

armies, yet He 

is concerned to 

help the poor, 

afflicted, and 

oppressed.”
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does not break His uncondi-
tional covenants with them. All 
believers can re-echo the words 
of the hymn, 

‘With mercy and with judge-
ment my web of time He wove, 
and aye the dews of sorrow 
were lustred with His love’. 

For God is the Grand Weaver 
of all the strands of our life into 
the patt ern of His choice and 

will. Both grace and government 
are seen in His ways. He allows 
men, believing and unbeliev-
ing alike, to reap both the good 
and evil that they sow; but He 
is very kind and longsuff ering 
with us all and slow to anger. 

Finally, God is marked by ap-
parently opposite emotions in 
response to mankind’s behav-
iour towards Him. He ‘is angry 
with the wicked every day’, as 
Psalm 7:11 states, but pleased 
with men of faith in Him; He-
brews 11:5. He is very sorrow-
ful over His people Israel’s sins, 
but will be joyful over their 
restoration; Zephaniah 3:17. 
And while He is very grieved at 
gross human wickedness (Gen-
esis 6:6), He can aff ord to laugh 
at the puny eff orts of rebellious 
men to oppose Him (Ps. 2:4), 
and at their consequent calam-
ity. Truly, as Isaiah 55:8-9 says, 
God’s ways and thoughts are in-

fi nitely higher than any of our ways 
and thoughts. Yes, we fi nd that we 
live in a morally balanced universe 
controlled by a God of perfectly bal-
anced character.

5. In His Saving Work

But God’s balance is seen in sharp-
est focus in the Cross of Christ cru-
cifi ed. In God’s work of propitiation 
apparently diverse aspects of His 
nature and att ributes are united in 
perfect harmony. For, on the one 
hand, Calvary is the clearest evi-
dence of God’s hatred of human 
sin, since there His Beloved Son 
bore God’s righteous wrath against 
it; but, on the other hand, it is also 
the most wonderful proof of God’s 
causeless and self-sacrifi cial love 
for the sinner. What His holiness 
required His love provided. At Cal-
vary God punished His Own Incar-
nate Son, the Maker of all things, 
for man His creature’s sin. So that 
in the cross of Christ the words of 
Psalm 85:10 fi nd fulfi lment: ‘Mercy 

and truth are met together; righteous-
ness and peace have kissed each other’. 
Calvary is ‘the trysting-place, where 
heaven’s love and heaven’s justice 
meet’. Isaiah 45:21 called the Lord, 
‘a just God and a Saviour’; a paradox, 
but explained by Calvary. Similarly, 
in Romans 3:26, Paul, aft er pro-
claiming the truth of God’s propi-
tiation through Christ at the cross, 
goes on to say that on this basis God 
can be both ‘just and the justifi er of 
him who believeth in Jesus’; another 

paradoxical statement. At Calvary 
the Sinless One ‘was made sin for us, 
that we might become the righteousness 
of God in Him’; 2 Corinthians 5:21. 
Also, there the Ever-living One be-
came dead for a short time; Revela-
tion 1:18. Thus the apparent weak-
ness and foolishness of the cross is 
really the supreme manifestation of 
God’s power and wisdom; 1 Corin-
thians 1:18-25. Only God knew how 
to solve the problem of sin in His 
world. How wonderful is our Sav-
iour God, exhibiting a harmonious 
blend of diff erent att ributes in per-
fect balance at the Cross! 

6. In His Sovereign Will

Even in the exercise of His sover-
eign will God shows perfect balance. 
For He never overrides the freedom 
of choice that He gave His creature 
man when He made him in His own 
image. God simply overrules all the 
decisions made by our human wills 
to bring to pass His own eternal and 
pre-determined purposes, whether 

our decisions are good or evil. His 
sovereign grace in saving us does 
not override His demand that im-
plicit faith and complete obedience 
be exercised by us, His people. Also, 
although God is immutable, always 
‘the Same’, Scripture records many 
occasions when He repented of 
the judgement with which He had 
threatened men, at least for a time, 
in response to their repentant and 
contrite att itude. And Moses, espe-
cially, was able to wield great power 

“But God’s 

balance is seen 

in sharpest focus 

in the Cross of 

Christ crucified.”

“He is not harsh, or coercive in the 

exercise of His rightful sovereignty, 

but always benevolent, longsuffering, 

and responsive to us.”
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Malcolm C. Davis

Leeds, U.K.

in intercessory prayer with the Lord 
on behalf of His sinful earthly people 
Israel by pleading that God’s greater 
glory and name were at stake in the 
judgement threatened. Finally, all 
true Christians fi nd that, although 
they have become bond-slaves of 
God and Christ, and have yielded 
all personal rights to Him, they are 

in that service more truly free in 
spirit to fi nd fulfi lment in their lives 
than they were before they bowed to 
God’s sovereignty and Christ’s abso-
lute Lordship. He is not harsh, or co-
ercive in the exercise of His rightful 
sovereignty, but always benevolent, 
longsuff ering, and responsive to us. 
Such is the perfect balance found in 
our Sovereign God. 

7. In His Chosen Witnesses

Now the balance found in God is 
found to a large extent in the consti-
tution of Christ’s Body, the Church, 
today. For concerning the members 
of the local body of Christ, which is 
in many ways a microcosm of the 
Church universal, it is said in 1 Cor-
inthians 11:24 that, ‘God hath tempered 
the body together’, so that all parts, 
prominent and otherwise, have an 
essential place and function in the 
working of that body, none being 
superfl uous. And in Ephesians 4:16 
Paul states concerning the Church 
universal that ‘the whole body’ is ‘fi tly 
joined together and compacted by that 
which every joint supplieth, according 
to the eff ectual working in the measure 
of every part,’ and so ‘maketh increase 

of the body unto the edifying of itself 
in love’. In this balanced way the 
body of Christ grows up into Christ, 
who is its Head in heaven. Thus the 
one New Man witnesses on earth 
to Christ in heaven. Any group of 
believers in a locality may seem to 
most people to be a rather motley 
collection of very diff erent individu-

als, but God has formed them into a 
vital unity as His witnesses in that 
place. All their diff erent gift s are im-
portant to God, and should be rec-
ognised by fellow-saints.

However, our eff ectiveness as His 
witnesses depends partly on our 
obedient functioning in the local 
body of Christ. And that in turn de-
pends upon how balanced we indi-
vidual believers are in our Christian 
lives and testimonies. For Christian 
maturity lies in the development of a 
character which is balanced like that 
of God Himself, combining all ap-
parent opposites in perfect harmony. 
There are usually two dangers to 
avoid: that of legality, which adds 
to Scripture various rules and reg-
ulations that are not in it; and that 
of licence, which ignores and bla-
tantly disobeys clear injunctions of 
Scripture in defi ant rebellion. If we 
follow just what Scripture says, nei-
ther more nor less, we shall not go 
far astray from the path that pleases 
God. As Ephesians 4:15 says, we 
should speak ‘the truth in love’ to one 
another. For the truth lovingly and 
graciously spoken can disarm much 
possible opposition to it. Then there 

will be no schisms in the body, 
nor stunted growth in any of its 
members. Balance between pos-
sible extremes need not be com-
promise, if we emphasise both 
aspects of any truth equally 
strongly. The middle way is not 
a way of indecision or compro-
mise with the truth, but of bal-

ance and maturity in handling 
both it and the people aff ected 
by it. The fact is that the perfect 
balance found in God is pre-
scriptive for us as His children; 
we should aim to be as well-bal-
anced as He is.

The arrogant Babylonian king 
Belshazzar was once weighed in 
God’s balances and found sadly 
wanting. By contrast with him, 
we have endeavoured in this ar-
ticle to explain just how perfectly 
balanced our wonderful Saviour 
God is in every aspect of His 
nature and att ributes, ways and 
works. May we as His chosen 
witnesses in this world not be 
found wanting balance, but rath-
er become increasingly mature 
and well-balanced Christians, 
more like Him every day of our 
lives on earth.

“However, our effectiveness as His witnesses depends partly 

on our obedient functioning in the local body of Christ. 

And that in turn depends upon how balanced we individual 

believers are in our Christian lives and testimonies.” 
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“Now I beseech you, breth-
ren, mark them which cause 
divisions and offenses con-
trary to the doctrine which ye 
have learnt; and avoid them. 
For they that are such serve not 
our Lord Jesus Christ, but their 
own belly; and by good words 
and fair speeches deceive the 
hearts of the simple. For your 
obedience is come abroad unto 
all men. I am glad therefore on 
your behalf; but yet I would 
have you wise unto that which 
is good, and simple concerning 
evil. And the God of peace shall 
bruise Satan under your feet 
shortly. The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ be with you. Amen” 
(Rom. 16: 17-20).

I
t is obvious that the Apostle of the 
gentiles had, by inspiration from 

the Holy Spirit, felt the necessity 
of writing this clear warning to 
the believers in Rome at the end 
of his great epistle to them. Paul 
had not been to Rome as yet and 
he had not seen the saints there by 
face, yet he must have been given 
an understanding of the dangers 
lurking around the assemblies 
there. Namely that of men who, for 
personal gain, made it their business 
to divide the church into parties and 
to put stumbling blocks in the ways 
of the believers.

It may surprise us that this kind 
of activity could have taken place in 
the apostolic age. But we should not 
forget that Satan has always been 
actively harassing the infant church 
then, and is still doing the same 
even in our time now. He is expert 
in using personal pride and carnal 
mindedness in some who may be in 
leadership positions or in a teaching 

capacity, to feed a desire in them for 
supremacy among the fl ock.

A proud and insubordinate spirit 
is a dangerous thing among those 
who are teachers of the Word both 
in a public and in a private capacity. 
We all, sheep and shepherds, need 
to have a dependence on the grace 
of our Lord, accompanied by a con-
sciousness of the divine authority of 
the Scriptures of truth. We also need 
to realize that Truth has its source 
in Christ alone. Such a godly and a 

humble att itude would help to keep 
us right, but this is most important 
for those who are apt to teach.

The danger for those who are teach-
ers among us is to have a tendency 
towards resorting to the thoughts of 
man rather than to the Scriptures. 
To depend on our mental abilities in 
teaching may satisfy a sense of per-
sonal importance. And it could well 
be met with excitement from some 
of the hearers who might be looking 
for novelty of ideas. Remember how 
the Athenians were always looking 

to hear about something new! (Act. 
17:21). Such activity of the fl esh may 
result in leading some of the weak in 
the fl ock astray; to the hurt of both 
hearers and speakers. Divine revela-
tion in the Scriptures and not man’s 
thoughts about it, is the only means 
of guarding the glory of Christ and 
maintaining the well-being of be-
lievers. Resorting to man’s thoughts 
and expediencies may succeed in 
creating a school of thought, and in 
drawing disciples around a human 

leader, (Act. 20:30). But the sword of 
the Spirit, used by Him, will judge 
the fl esh, nourish the new man in 
the believer and cause the edifi ca-
tion of the body of Christ to the glo-
ry of God. 

The saints in Rome had to be 
warned against the activity of such 
men who, for their own purposes, 
caused schism in the body.

The situation is not diff erent today, 
for sadly we all know that the fl esh 
in the believer always seeks its own 
glory not the glory of Christ. And 

“A proud and insubordinate spirit is a 

dangerous thing among those who are 

teachers of the Word both in a public 

and in a private capacity.” 

Those Who 
Cause 

DIVI           SIONS
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there are still among us those who 
consciously or unconsciously pursue 
such a course in the assemblies. 

The Holy Spirit judged that those 
individuals in Rome were not ser-
vants of the Lord, even though they 
may have boasted of being so. The 
expression “their own belly” de-
scribes their desire to satisfy their 
appetites for recognition by others, 
for the occupation of the place of no-
toriety and for the wielding of au-
thority over the people of God. They 
may fake an appearance of superior 
spirituality, but the Spirit speaks 
very negatively of their work. “For 
not he that commendeth himself is ap-
proved, but whom the Lord commend-
eth” (2 Cor. 10: 18).

Contrary to the doctrine taught 
to the believers and in the process 
of their planning and scheming to 
have a following among the fl ock, 
they end up off ending the saints 
especially the more innocent ones. 
Their methods of entering in were 
to use good words and fair speeches 
thus deceiving the unsuspecting 
younger believers. This reminds us 
of the activity of the Judiazers in the 
Churches of Galatia who were de-
scribed as “False brethren unawares 
brought in, who came in privily to spy 
out our liberty which we have in Christ 
Jesus” (Gal. 2:4). This technique is 
still being used by false teachers 
today, where they come in not an-
nouncing their intentions until they 
have gained a foothold inside the as-
sembly. The Divine injunction here 
is to fi rst mark such ones and then to 
avoid them. As Paul said about the 
false brethren in Galatia “To whom 
we gave place by subjection, no not for 
an hour” (Gal. 2:5). That is to say 
not allowing them to infl uence our 
thinking or impact our walk with 
the Lord.  

But the saints in Rome had shown 

by their obedience to the Lord that 
they were not taken in by the decep-
tion of the false teachers. And their 
reputation in this regard has become 
well known to the other churches. 

This gave the apostle something 
to rejoice about, yet he found it nec-
essary to further warn them to be on 
guard for that continued danger.

What follows was an advice to 
them concerning the Divine remedy 
for what they were facing, “But yet 
I would have you wise unto that which 
is good, and simple concerning evil” (v. 

19). The Savior in His days of humil-
iation said the same to the disciples 
about combining the prudence of 
the serpents with the harmlessness 
of doves (Matt . 10:16).

Human wisdom dictates that to 
guard yourself you must be thor-
oughly acquainted with the world 
and all its evil ways. This is the wis-
dom which James describes as being 
not from above but earthly sensual 
and demoniacal. I need not as a 
child of God to know all about the 
wickedness and the corruption that 
is in the world today nor do I have 
to cultivate an acquaintance with 
the depths of Satan. I need only to 
know all that is good in Christ and 
to delight myself in knowing Him 
personally. This is the wisdom that 
is from above which is fi rst pure, 
then peaceable, gentle and easy to be 
entreated. My ears have to be tuned 
to hearing the voice of the Shepherd 

for I know not the voice of strang-
ers and will not follow them. This 
should be the only path of safety for 
the child of God in a world that re-
jected and crucifi ed His Son. 

And this world is now under the 
control of the prince of the power of 
the air who seems to be ruling su-
preme over the hearts of its inhab-
itants who know not God and who 
obey not the Gospel of our Lord Je-
sus Christ.

The true child of God has the se-
cret of victory over Satan in the cru-
cifi xion and the resurrection of the 
Savior, who through death has de-
stroyed him that had the power of 
death, and then rose again victori-
ous over death and hell. Yet I may 
not see in my state of infi rmity now 
any sign of a coming and fi nal vic-
tory over him. But the Holy Spirit 
here assures us that the God of peace 
shall bruise him under our feet (v. 
20). In our impatience we may ask 
how long?

But a most comforting word fol-
lows here “shortly” and faith can 
rest on such a promise.

Finally we have the apostle’s 
prayer for them that “The grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen” 
(v. 20). What an endless resource 
of power and comfort His grace is. 
They needed it then to achieve such 
goals and we need it now as well.

I need thee precious Savior! 
I need thee day by day,
To fi ll me with thy fullness, 
To lead me on the way,
I need thy Holy Spirit, 
To teach me what I am
To show me more of Jesus, 
To point me to the Lamb

—Fredrick Whitfi eld

“The enemy may 

thrust hard at the 

child of God but 

the LORD’s help is 

always at hand”

Boushra R. Mikhael

Toronto, Ontario
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S
ickness and death are common 
things in our sin-stricken world. 

Sooner or later they enter into our 
homes and families and, of course, 
into our own personal experience. 
Some may es cape serious illness 
in life, but no one escapes physical 
death (except those who will be 
caught up to heaven at the time of 
the rapture). All true believers have 
reason to rejoice in the Lord’s words 
upon the matt ers of sickness and 
death in John 11:1-16.

Such a passage of Scripture as this 
should strengthen our faith in the liv-
ing, risen Christ, whose power shall 
ultimately sweep away all sickness 
and death (Rev. 21:4). Also, these 
verses should comfort the heart of 
those among the Lord’s people who 
are either sick themselves, or else 
have loved ones who are ill.

Someone has said, “The worth 
of a man’s religion is determ ined 
by the help it aff ords him in dark 
days.” Another has said, “There are 
no great souls without great trials.” 
And it was John Hilton who wrote, 
“Who can suff er best, best can do.”

It is noteworthy that between John 
10 and 11 comes Luke 11:1-17:10, 
and the events recorded in John 11 
fall between Luke 17:10-11.

There are at least fi ve signifi cant 
things about the Christian and sick-
ness in John 11:1-16. 

Those whom the Lord loves are 

sometimes sick (11:3)

In general, Christians do not es-
cape the common adversi ties of life 
any more than non-Christians. We 

are not told the nature of Lazarus’ ill-
ness, but the fact that he was death-
ly- sick is implied by the Greek word 
translated “sick” (astbenei). It is used, 
for instance, to describe a great multi-
tude of sick folk in John 5:3 and of the 
nameless infi rm man of that chapter 
in verse 7, the word in both instances 
having been translated “impotent.” 
Dr. Luke used the same word in re-
lation to Dorcas’ illness (Acts 9:37), 
while the Apostle Paul used it to de-
scribe Epaphroditus’ sickness (Phil. 
2:26-27). That Lazarus was serious ly 
ill was, of course, confi rmed by his 

The Christian         
        and Sickness

“Such a passage of Scripture as 

this should strengthen our faith 

in the living, risen Christ, whose 

power shall ultimately sweep away 

all sickness and death”

"Now a certain man was sick, 

named Lazarus, of Bethany, 

the town of Mary and her sister 

Martha. (It was that Mary which 

anointed the Lord with oint-

ment, and wiped his feet with 

her hair, whose brother Lazarus 

was sick.) Therefore his sisters 

sent unto him, saying, Lord, be-

hold, he whom thou lovest is sick. 

When Jesus heard that, he said, 

This sickness is not unto death, 

but for the glory of God, that the 

Son of God might be glorifi ed 

thereby. Now Jesus loved Martha, 

and her sister, and Lazarus. When 

he had heard therefore that he 

was sick, he abode two days still 

in the same place where he was. 

Then after that saith he to his 

disciples, Let us go into Judaea 

again. His disciples say unto him, 

Master, the Jews of late sought 

to stone thee; and goest thou 

thither again? Jesus answered, 

Are there not twelve hours in the 

day? If any man walk in the day, 

he stumbleth not, because he 

seeth the light of this world. But if 

a man walk in the night, he stum-

bleth, because there is no light 

in him. These things said he: and 

after that he saith unto them, Our 

friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, 

that I may awake him out of sleep. 

Then said his disciples, Lord, if he 

sleep, he shall do well. Howbeit 

Jesus spake of his death: but they 

thought that he had spoken of 

taking of rest in sleep. Then said 

Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus 

is dead. And I am glad for your 

sakes that I was not there, to the 

intent ye may believe; neverthe-

less let us go unto him. Then said 

Thomas, which is called Didy-

mus, unto his fellowdisciples, Let 

us also go, that we may die with 

him" (John 11:1-16).
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consequent death. Mary and Martha 
would never have sent for the Lord 
Jesus Christ had their brother merely 
succumbed to some minor malady.

Bethany means “house of affl  ic-
tion,” and this is exactly where 

many of God’s people fi nd them-
selves today because of sick ness and 
its consequent suff ering.

A second thing is that Having 
sensed the seriousness of Lazarus’ ill-
ness (perhaps he had already lapsed 
into a semi-conscious or comatose 
state), Mary and Martha sent for 
the Lord Jesus. Whenever any kind 
of emergency arises, large or small, 
this is what every child of God has a 
right to do and should do. It was the 
psalmist who said, “And call upon me 
in the day of trouble; I will deliver thee, 
and thou shalt glorify me” (Ps. 50:15), 
and it was Peter who wrote, “Casting 
all your care upon Him; for He careth 
for you” (1 Pet. 5:7).

At this point a litt le digression on 
the persons of Mary and Martha will 
prove instructive. That Martha was 
evidently the oldest is indicated in 
Luke 10:38. The spiritual diff erence 
and temperament of the two sisters 
are revealed in Luke 10:38-42. Mary 
received from Christ; Martha minis-
tered unto Christ. Of Mary, the Lord 
Jesus said she “hath chosen that good 
part, which shall not be taken away from 

her” (Luke 10:42).
What a beautiful Bible biogra-

phy Mary has—she is always seen 
at the feet of Christ. The great les-
son to be learned (and we are oft en 
slow to learn it) is that we need to 
receive from the Lord before we can 
eff ectively minister to Him through 
serv ice. In other words, in the divine 
order of things, waiting upon the 
Lord—which involves our worship 
of Him—comes before our witness.

Sickness is often for the glory of 

God. (11:4)

Sickness is not necessarily due to 
sin, although sin and suff ering are 
very defi nitely connected (Matt . 9:2). 
The discip les on a previous occasion 

expressed the typical views current 
at that time, att ributing suff ering to 
a person’s sin or to his par ents’ sin 
(see John 9:2 with Ex. 20:5). Job’s 
three “friends,” Eliphaz, Bildad and 
Zophar, while diff ering in their view-
points, basically believed that suff er-
ing was due to sin. Our main con cern 
today should not be with the causes 
of suff ering but with its remedy.

Furthermore, it should be remem-
bered that sickness is not necessarily 
a sign of a lack of faith, nor a mark 
of the Lord’s disapproval. In the 
case of Lazarus his sickness was for 
the glory of God, and this is prob-

ably true in the experience of 
most of God’s people who are 
laid aside, though the words 
of 1 Corinthians 11:29 & 30 are 
worthy of thoughtful contem-
plation, as well as James 5:14-
15 and 1 John 5:16. Obviously, 
some instances of illness are 
directly due to sin in the life of 
the believer.

When Christ said, “This sick-
ness is not unto death . . .” (11:4), 
He meant that death would 
not be the fi nal end. Why did-
n’t He tell Lazarus’ sisters what 
He intended to do? The answer 
is simple and clear. The Lord 
would keep us exercised as to 
our faith and patience. Let us 
always remember that God has 
a purpose behind every de-
tail of our life, and in the case 
of Lazarus his sickness was 
for God’s glory (our Saviour’s 
words in 11:4 are right in line 
with His statement in 9:3; see 
2:11 & 14:13), also keeping in 
mind that the glory of God the 
Father is one with the glory of 
God the Son (5:23).

Sickness is often Prolonged 

(11:6).

Christians should always bear 
in mind that our Lord’s de lays 
are not denials. Some of God’s 
choicest saints have suff er ed for 
many years without relief or 

“And call upon 

me in the day 

of trouble; I will 

deliver thee, and 

thou shalt glorify 

me” (Ps. 50:15).

“Sickness is not 

necessarily due 

to sin, although 

sin and suffering 

are very definitely 

connected”

“Christians 

should always 

bear in mind 

that our Lord’s 

de lays are 

not denials”
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healing. Such have simply bowed to 
His will and expressed faith in His 
promises, as for ex ample the psalm-
ist’s words, “My times are in thy hand” 
(Ps. 31: 15).

W. Graham Scroggie has said, 

“How amazing are verses 5 
and 6! But learn from them that 
delay is neither destitution (4), 
nor desertion (5, 6), nor denial 
(7). The Divine love sometimes 
lingers. When God waits, we 
should wait.” 

Sickness may come that others 

might be led to believe on Christ 

(11:15).

In many instances Christians who 
have been laid aside through illness 
are used to lead others to believe on 
Christ, as well as to encourage and 
strengthen the faith of their fellow 
saints. It has frequently been my 
experience to visit a serious ly ill or 
infi rm saint with a view to being a 

blessing and bring ing a litt le cheer, 
only to come away blessed and 
cheered in my own soul.

Miriam Booth, the daughter of 
the founder of the Salvation Army, a 
beautiful, brilliant, cultured woman, 
began her Christian work with great 
promise. However, disease soon laid 
hold of her and she was brought to 
the point of death. When visited one 
day by a friend, the well-meaning 

friend remarked that it was a pity 
one so capable should be hindered 
by sickness from doing the Lord’s 
work. Whereupon she replied, “It’s 
great to do the Lord’s work, but it is 
greater to do the Lord’s will.” Miri-

am Booth’s words reveal a peaceful 
submission to God’s sovereign will, 
as well as a deep-rooted faith that 
He makes no mistakes, but doeth all 
things well. Such a testimony most 
surely glorifi es God and serves as a 
blessing to others.

In John 11:7 & 8 we read, “Then, 
aft er that, saith He to His disciples, Let 
us go into Judea again. His disciples 
say un to Him, Master, the Jews of late 
sought to stone thee; and goest thou 
there again?” Here, Christ tested His 
disciples. We then read, “Jesus an-
swered, Are there not twelve hours in 
the day? If any man walk in the day, 
he stumbleth not, because he seeth the 
light of this world. But if a man walk in 
the night, he stumbl eth, because there is 
no light in him” (vv. 9 & 10). Among 
other things, these words indicate 
that we each have an allott ed time 
to work and we need to abide in our 
Lord. Christ worked according to a 
defi nite and pre-planned timetable. 
In like manner, God has a plan for 
every life and it is infi nitely impor-
tant that we re spond to it and, by 

His grace, carry it out for His glory. 
In view of all this, Thomas’ pessi-
mism expressed in verse 16 was un-
necessary: “Then said Thomas, who 
is called Didymus, unto his fellow-dis-
ciples, Let us also go, that we may die 
with Him.”

Note that Christ said He could 
go to Lazarus (v. 15), even though 
Lazarus could not go to Him. This 
suggests to our hearts that nothing, 
not even death itself, can separate 
us from the Lord Jesus Christ (see 
Rom. 8:35-39).

A keynote to remember from 
this passage has been expressed by 
George Goodman: 

“The fi rst thing in illness is not 
to get bett er, but to learn the 
lesson God is teaching.”

W. Ross Rainey

T, io

“It’s great to do the 

Lord’s work, but it 

is greater to do the 

Lord’s will.”

— Miriam Booth

George Goodman: 

“The first thing in 

illness is not to 

get better, but to 

learn the lesson 

God is teaching.”

“The worth of a 

man’s religion is 

determ ined by the 

help it affords him 

in dark days.”
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I
t seems incredible that forty years 
passed with scarcely a word since 

this young son had been pulled out 
of the river. In all the early years of 
his experience Moses was not aware 
that God was preparing him to 
become a leader of His people. In our 
own spiritual growth we are oft en 
unaware of where this training will 
ultimately lead in the counsels of 
God! Every experience He brings us 
through, whether good or painful, 
builds character and brings fi tness 
for His service.

Moses did not realize, while learn-
ing “all the wisdom of the Egyptians” 
(Acts 7:22), that God had other plans 
for his life. Here was a young man 
with the world at his feet—with 
power, riches, wisdom and all the 
other things that go along with it. 
One day Moses left  the splendor of 
the palace and came to his brethren 
and his heart was moved as he saw 
their plight. A Hebrew slave was be-
ing beaten by an Egyptian. So Moses, 
thinking no one was around, slew 

the Egyptian and buried him in the 
sand. How oft en we think that when 
wrong actions are done, no one will 
ever know! However, whatever is 
done in secret will be made mani-
fest. Maybe not at the immediate 

moment, but in due course, it will be 
brought to light. The very next day 
Moses was confronted about his ac-
tions when he came upon two He-
brews who were fi ghting one anoth-
er. As Moses sought to intervene, the 
wrongdoer challenged him, “Who 
made you a prince and a judge over us? 
Do you intend to kill me as you killed the 
Egyptian?” (Ex. 2:14). This pierced 
the conscience of Moses. He became 
afraid and fl ed into the desert. Sin 
always brings a troubled conscience, 
awakening fear in the heart. The easy 

way out was to run away from it all. 
Many have lived lives like this—

always on the run, never stopping to 
confess their sins and to seek God’s 
forgiveness and peace. Remember 
our fi rst parents in the Garden of 

Eden when they sinned! First, they 
tried to cover up their sin by mak-
ing a garment of fi g leaves, but this 
did not help. Then they were afraid, 
and hid themselves. In other words, 
they tried to run away from the situ-
ation, but this also did not work. It 
was only when they heard the voice 
of God speaking to them that they 
came out from their hiding. 

God was now able to give them a 
true covering for their sin. A sacri-
fi ce was made, blood was shed, and 
an innocent victim died so that a 

“Moses did not realize, while learning 

‘all the wisdom of the Egyptians’... 

that God had other plans for his life. ”
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consider. When the enemy att acks 
and opposition comes, we can ex-
pect similar problems to these. It is 
sad when God’s people are fi ght-
ing among themselves. Paul, in 1st 
Corinthians chapter 1, addressing 
the church at Corinth, exhorts that 
there be no divisions among them. 
He highlights the source of the 
problem. They were saying, “‘I am 
of Paul,’ or ‘I am of Apollos,’ or ‘I am 
of Cephas,’ or ‘I am of Christ’” (v. 12). 
They were using various men as 
leaders of groups when these men 
were only ministers through whom 
they believed. Those servant lead-
ers were not in competition with 
each other, but were a complement 
to each other in the work of God. 
There is always a great danger 
when men are put on a pedestal 

and we follow them. It is general-
ly true that most divisions among 
the Lord’s people are the result of 
personality clashes, and are not 
over teaching of the Word of God. 
Consider the beautiful words of the 
psalmist in Psalm 133:1-3:

Behold, how good 
and how pleasant it is
For brethren 
to dwell together in unity!
It is like the precious oil 
upon the head,
Running down on the beard,
The beard of Aaron,
Running down on the edge 
of his garments.
It is like the dew of Hermon,
Descending upon 
the mountains of Zion;
For there the LORD commanded 
the blessing—Life forevermore.

Note the simple exhortation to two 
devoted sisters who laboured with 
Paul in the gospel “to be of the same 
mind in the Lord” (Phil. 4:2). In fact, 
to the whole assembly he writes, 
“Fulfi ll my joy by being like-minded, 
having the same love, being of one ac-

covering of skin could be provided. 
This is a picture of the greater sacri-
fi ce that took place at Calvary. Here 
the sinless Saviour died for our sins, 
and provided the garment of His 
righteousness as a true covering for 
all our sin. To all who are running 
away from God because of sin the 
message is: stop running, and trust 
Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord. 
Then you will know that true peace 
which He alone can bring. For those 
who have drift ed away from the 
Lord because of sin, there is still a 
remedy. First John 1:9 says, “If we 
confess our sins, He is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.”

Looking back again on the events 
that were taking place in Egypt, 
there are some valuable things to 

“Good leaders among God’s people will 

rule, not with a rod of iron, but with a 

tender loving care for the flock of God.”
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cord, of one mind” (2:2). There will 
always be confl icts which need to 
be resolved, but may the Lord give 
grace to bear and forbear bringing 
honour and glory to our Lord Jesus 
Christ. “By this all will know that you 
are My disciples, if you have love for 
one another” (John 13:35).

Coming back again to our “man 
on the run” it is interesting how a 
changed set of circumstances brought 
him into an entirely new role. God 
was going to further equip him for 
what lay ahead. He now moved from 
Egypt to dwell in the land of Midian. 

It is here that he sat down by a well 
and the seven daughters of Ruel, the 
priest of Midian, came with their 
father’s fl ocks to draw water. The 
young women were challenged by 
shepherds who tried to drive them 
away from the well. Once again we 
see Moses entering into confl ict as 
he stands up to defend the girls and 
the sheep. This is where we see his 
true shepherd heart taking over in 
defence of the fl ock. This man, who 
in a later day would lead the people 
of God as a mighty army, had the 
heart of a shepherd. We also remem-
ber David in this connection, as well 
as “The good shepherd [who] gives His 
life for the sheep” (John 10:11). Good 
leaders among God’s people will 
rule, not with a rod of iron, but with 
a tender loving care for the fl ock of 
God. The defence of those fl ocks 
brought Moses to the household of 
Jethro where he was introduced as 

an Egyptian. Although a He-
brew, he was still wearing the 
princely garment of an Egyp-
tian.

Already we have seen that 
Egypt speaks of the world. So 
we have here a picture of a be-
liever who still shows character-
istics of the world. As you read 
this today, what is your rela-
tionship to the world? How do 
others see you? Are you being 
identifi ed with the Lord Jesus 
Christ, or are you no diff erent 
from the world? The disciples 

were fi rst called Christians at 
Antioch (Acts 11:26). It is here 
they were identifi ed as being 
Christ’s ones! Do others truly 
see we are associated with the 
Lord Jesus Christ? How beau-
tiful the words in John 17:16, 
“They are not of the world, just as 
I am not of the world.” James, in 
his epistle, reminds us, “Do you 
not know that friendship with the 
world is enmity with God?” (4:4). 
God does not expect us to be 
isolated from the world, but to 
be separate from its false ways!

“It is generally true that most divisions 

among the Lord’s people are the result 

of personality clashes, and are not over 

teaching of the Word of God. ”

Timely Lessons from the Book 
of Exodus follows through several 
events illustrating God’s plan for 
His people, Israel.

Dividing up the book of Exo-
dus gives us three distinct sec-
tions: God delivers His people, 
God directs His people, and God 
dwells with His people. At fi rst, 
the children of Israel appreciate 
God’s intervention in delivering 
them from Egypt. They see the 
hand of God in providing for 
their needs as well, but, soon 
after the people forget God’s 
faithfulness to them and be-
gin to murmur and complain 
when things are not going as 
they think they should. In this 
book, there are many practical 
lessons we can learn from the 
children of Israel’s experience. 
“Now all these things happened 
to them as examples, and they 
were written for our admonition” 
(1 Cor. 10:11).
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I do not ask that I may steer

My bark by peaceful shore alone,

Nor that I linger, harbor-bound,

And sail no stormy seas unknown;

I only ask this boon of Thee:

Be ever in the ship with me.

I do not ask that I may dwell

From din of battle far removed,

Nor ever feel temptation’s force,

Nor ever know mine armour proved;

I only ask, through Life’s long fi ght,

Grant me the power of Thy might.

I do not ask that I may walk

Only on smoothly trodden grass,

Nor ever climb the mountain’s height

And trembling, through its dangers pass;

I only ask, on rock or sand,

The sure upholding of Thy hand.

I dare not pray for any gift

Upon my pilgrim path to Heaven;

I only ask one thing of Thee:

Give Thou Thyself and all is given.

I am not strong nor brave nor wise;

Be Thou with me – it shall suffi  ce.


